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But what of China, so long under the sceptre of the Prince of darkness? Can 

we discern any signs that day is dawning upon the long night of pagan darkness in 
this land? ‘Are there any signs of God’s kingdom about to come and overthrow Sa- 
tan’s empire, and assume its rightful sway over these countless millions of immortal 
beings ? 
\ Many have looked upon China as in a hopeless condition, whether considered po- 
litically, religiously, morally, or intellectually, and only fit for destruction; and I 
believe that all those most intimately acquainted with the wretched state of this na- 
tion must sometimes, at least, have convictions strongly inclined to this view. But 
there are two sources whence we may derive arguments, I believe, that will induce a 
different conclusion. One is, the Bible, with its prophecies and promises relating to 
the spread of the gospel throughout the world; the other, the “signs of the times,” 
as relating to the same glorious consummation. 

One favorable sign I regard to be the increasing facilities for intercourse betweer 
China and Christian nations. The vast and constantly increasing number of vessels 
visiting China; the number of steamers that are running up and down the coast, 
and visiting the interior ; the regular line of steamers to commence running in Jan-- 
uary next between China and the United States; the great number of Chinese that 
already visit and reside for a time in California, and are passing back and forth be- 
tween Hongkong and San Francisco ; the telegraph lines, three in number, now in 
process of construction,—one in the southwest by way of India, one in the north- 
west by way of Siberia, and one from the United States by way of Behring’s Strait, 
—by means of which constant intercourse can be kept up between China and Europe 
and America. 

I refer to these things not as means by which any great amount of Christian truth 
will be directly communicated to this country, but rather as signs, and parts of that 
great scheme of Providence that is operating to bring the nations under the sway 
of Christ. 

The opening of China to commerce and to missionary operations is another sign of 
special importance. What a cortrast in this particular between the present and thir- 
ty years since! Thena few vessels crept in at Macao and Whampoa, while the whole 
foreign population in China, among which there were not inore than five or six Pro- 
testant missionaries, were confined to Whampoa and the suburbs of Canton. Now 
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foreign trade is freely carried on at fourteen or fifteen ports ; and a hundred and one 
missionaries at thirteen open ports and three inland cities, one of them being the 
capital of the empire, are freely laboring to promulgate Christianity throughout all 
the provinces on the coast, as well as a few in the interior. They are aided by over 
two hundred native preachers; and the native Christians at the present time num- 
ber over three thousand. 

Even so late as 1860, there was not a single missionary north of Shanghai. Now 
there are thirty-seven, of whom eleven are located at the capital, where they have 
already gathered a membership of native converts, numbering about two hundred 
and fifty. 

The hand of God is plainly manifested in the opening of this vast nation, so 
long and obstinately closed against everything foreign, and the consequent extension 
and progress of the gospel. This progress, it is true, has not been rapid ; but when 
we consider the character of the people, and the numerous obstacles to the first in- 
troduction of Christianity here, the result is full of encouragement and promise for 
the future. 

Again, there are signs that the old hereditary exclusiveness of the Chinese govern- 
ment is thoroughly broken, or, at least, breaking down. This is indicated by the 
freedom allowed to foreigners at Peking. They are allowed to rent or purchase 
houses in the city or in the country, wherever they choose, and to travel wherever 
they like. No objection is made to the most active missionary labors in preaching 
and distributing books and making converts. 

A Roman Catholic cathedral is being built within the imperial city, at the laying 
of the corner-stone of which several high Chinese officials were present, and whose 
towers overlook the imperial palace. And, though some objection has been made to 
their altitude, they still are allowed to remain at the height of eighty feet, which is 
much higher than any of the imperial palaces. The government favored, and aided 
in securing, a translation of a work on “International Law,’’ for the express use of the 
Foreign Office. It is employing foreign teachers to instruct classes of young men in 
the English, French and Russian languages. It has sent commissioners to gather 
information respecting western nations. It employs foreigners to superintend the 
customs at the open ports, and also to instruct native soldiers in foreign military tac- 
tics and the use of foreign arms. 

A striking fact, illustrative of the increased liberality of the government, is, that 
a Chinese official at Fokien, who was degraded from office several years since for 
writing a correct geography, has been recalled from his retirement and made a 
member of the Foreign Office ;—the very fact of his superior knowledge of the ge- 
ography of foreign countries constituting his chief recommendation. 

The tendency of the government towards liberal views must go on in the same di- 
rection. It has gone too far to retrace its steps. Foreign nations will not allow it 
to return to its old exclusiveness, if it should attempt it. 

It may attempt it; it may attempt what has often been threatened at Ningpo— 
to drive out foreigners; and scores of cruel massacres, like those enacted in India, 
may be enacted here; but it will result here, as there, in more widely opening the 
country, and the more thorough breaking-down of all exclusiveness and the barriers 
that hinder the progress of Christianity and civilization. China, passive and im- 
movable as she is, cannot long resist the force of enterprise and progress that from 
every quarter is bearing upon her. She is already beginning to awake from a sleep 
of ages, and to rub her eyes, and to look around to see what is going on in the 
world, of which she is just beginning to realize that she forms but a part, and in 
many respects a part subordinate to other portions. The time is not far distant 
when she will be constrained to admit the advantages to be derived from steamers, 
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railroads, telegraphs and newspapers ; and when she will keenly feel, what she is al- 
ready beginning to realize, her vast inferiority to Christian nations. And when this 
is the case, we may hope that the immeasurable superiority of Christianity over 
idolatry and heathenism, will begin to be realized by the thoughtful people of the 
nation, and that converts will be gathered in great and rapidly increasing numbers. 

Another sign, favorable to the progress of the gospel in China, is the opening of 
the Mandarin-speaking portion of the empire to missionary laborers. The prevail- 
ing dialect spoken throughout the whole region north of the Yiang-ts river is the 
Mandarin. One of the great obstacles to extensive missionary operations through- 
out the central and southern portions of the empire is the constant change, as we 
pass from one district to another, in the dialect. A missionary may have perfect 
command of the dialect of a locality, and a hundred miles away he will not be more 
than half understood. Moreover, a book written in the colloquial of one district is 
not well understood by the people of another. These difficulties are avoided in the 
north. There, a missionary, who has thoroughly acquired the colloquial Mandarin 
dialect, may traverse and preach through all the northern provinces, and be well 
understood. Books, also, prepared in Mandarin, can be easily read and understood 
by all who have any knowledge of reading, and can also be understood, if read only 
to the ear of those who are unacquainted with the written character. The immense 
advantage of laboring in such a field as that, in disseminating Christianity, must be 
apparent. 

In the providence of God many faithful heralds of the cross have entered that 
field, and are accomplishing a great work. 

An able committee of missionaries at Peking are preparing a version of the Holy 
Scriptures in the Mandarin dialect; many standard tracts are also being prepared 
in the same, and are being published and sent forth on their great mission. I had 
the pleasure of witnessing the departure from Peking of a four-mule cart-load of 
tracts and portions of Scripture. 

Thus the “word of life” is being disseminated through the great mass of moral 
death. Seed is being sown broad-cast, which, watered with the heavenly dews of God’s 
Spirit and grace, shall yet spring up and yield a glorious harvest. May God in 
mercy hasten the harvest time. Some first fruits have already been gathered, and 
the character of some of the converts proves that the work is real, and that it is des- 
tined to go on and prevail. 

Doubt has sometimes been expressed as to the reality of the conversion of any 
Chinese to Christianity, and it has been intimated that all who have professed 
Christianity have done so from sinister motives, a desire for gain, and the like. But 
there are some facts that show the falsity of such views. For instance, there have 
been frequent cases where good situations have been given up, and a business 
changed for one less Jucrative, rather than to give up Christianity. Some, too, have 
contributed freely to aid in promoting the missionary work. Several native church- 
es support their native pastors entirely, and defray all the incidental expenses of 
their chapels. Many others do so in great part. 

The native Christians of Hongkong contributed, in 1864, for missionary purposes, 
the sum of $1,000, and at Amoy, the same year, they contributed $1,236. The na- 
tive converts connected with our own mission here at Ningpo contributed, during 
the past year, the sum of $142.75 for mission purposes and for the poor. At Che- 
foo, in the foreign settlement, there is a neat, substantial, brick chapel, the lot for 
which was given, and the edifice built and furnished entirely at the expense of a 
native Christian of that place. The same man last year gave Taels 300 (about 
$400) to aid the Southern Baptist mission at Tung-chau. Such facts as these,— 
which no doubt could be greatly multiplied—when we consider the extreme covet- 
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ousness of the Chinese, afford convincing proof of the sincerity of their Christian 
profession, and give most encouraging promise of their future liberality and zeal in 
supporting Christian institutions among themselves. 

Their sincerity has often been tested by the opposition of relatives and neighbors. 
There is scarcely a convert who does not receive much abuse of some sort for be- 
coming a Christian; some are beaten, some driven from home, some disinherited,— 
all of which, as a general rule, they suffer meekly for Christ’s sake. There have ' 
been some false converts, who, like *‘the stony ground” hearers in the parable, could 
not endure derision and persecution. But I believe they form the exception, and 
constitute a very small minority. 

Their sincerity is also shown by the faith which they sometimes exhibit in prayer. 
One instance of great faith occurred at Tung-chau. It was a season of alarming 
drought, when the heathen were making their usual processions and offerings to the 
dragon. In a thickly-settled country district there were three Christians among 
them, who agreed together to fast and pray for rain. They accordingly went on 
the top of a hill and unitedly prayed for two or three hours, when they separated, 
and each prayed by himself for the same length of time. Thus they prayed and 
fasted for about a day and a half, when they went to their homes amid a copious 
rain. The heathen neighbors were so impressed with this evident answer to prayer 
offered to the true God, that they brought their offerings to the Christians, and said, 
“Henceforth we will worship the God of heaven.” 

Still, notwithstanding these proofs, and many others that might be mentioned, 
that Christianity is gaining real converts in China, it must be confessed that in spir- 
itual development and in symmetry and completeness of Christian character, there 
has been great deficiency. This may be attributable, in part, to the degraded moral 
condition to which heathenism has reduced them, and the dullness of their moral per- 
ceptions. Buta greater cause is, I believe, the want of a powerful work of grace 
in their hearts,—such a deep, thorough work of the Spirit as was experienced by 
the apostles and disciples as well as by a multitude of the people on the day of 
Pentecost. It is the Spirit’s office to carry forward the work of grace implanted in 
the heart. During seasons of revival of religion, when the scenes of Pentecost are 
reénacted, Christians often experience what has been termed a “second conversion,” 
which is but a higher attainment in holiness, produced by the powerful operation of 
the Holy Spirit. 

Our great want in China is the “outpouring of the Holy Spirit from on high.” 
We must witness Pentecostal seasons here, before converts will attain that state of 
enlightenment and faith and holiness which they ought to possess, and before the 
kingdom of God will make rapid progress in this empire. 

I am happy to believe that such seasons are ere long to be witnessed here. Al- 
ready there are some signs of this; indeed, some mercy drops have already fallen, 
premonitory of a coming shower. In the neighborhood of Amoy, a few years since 
there was a religious interest of great power, under the labors of Rev. Wm. Burns, 
which has extended over a large district, and the permanent fruit that remains, after 
a lapse of years, shows it to have been a real work of God. 

A most interesting work began a few months since in the vicinity of Tientsin, in 
connection with the Methodist mission. A man, who had heard something of the 
gospel, became deeply impressed with his need of a Saviour, aud went more than a 
day’s journey to inquire of the missionaries. He was instructed by them in the way 
of life, and when he returned to his own town, he was rejoicing in the love of God. 

It was like “fire in his bones,” and he could find no rest from preaching the good 
news till a multitude were awakened. They sent for the missionaries, two of whom 
were there, instructing, examining and baptizing those “who gladly received the 
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They had been occupied in this glorious work two weeks or so, when I was 


there, and they reported about one hundred and thirty hopeful converts. 


This event should encourage us to faith and prayer. 


of the Holy Spirit. 


So, pray for the outpouring 


On the whole, if I do not mistake the signs of the times, there is much to encour- 
age us, as missionaries, in our work. It is true, there are many things that look dark 
and discouraging ; but we need not keep our eyes fixed upon those. We may often 
turn our attention to the bright side, and draw all the encouragement we can from 


the promises and providences of God. 
Ningpo, Nov. 14, 1866. 


CHINESE MISSION OF BANGKOK. 
LETTER FROM DR. DEAN. 
A Chinese Prayer Meeting. 

Bangkok, Oct. 20, 1866.—Last even- 
ing we attended the prayer meeting at 
the gardens,—the services being all in 
Chinese ; and four of the mission family 
and nine Chinese took part in the exer- 
cises. First, we sang a hymn. Next, 
old Pe Hien prayed. Then Chek Hi 
said he had been selling goods, and God 
had prospered his business and made him 
happy in his mind. Chek Liah said he 
had not been well for a few days, and 
his heart was heavy ; still his hope was 
in Jesus, and he was happy in his ser- 
vice. Chek Kia, not a church member, 
said he knew but little of the doctrine, 
but wished to place himself under the in- 
struction of the teachers. Chek Tung, 
not baptized, said he did not know what 
to say, but he was sure it was good to 
worship the true God, and he was deter- 
mined to do it. Pe Put, eighty years 
old, said his mind was flowery, but his 
heart was clear, and his hope was sure 
of soon reaching his high home with Je- 
sus. He then prayed in great simplicity 
and faith. Next, Fannie said, “I have 
been out reading from my Chinese Tes- 
tament to the women this afternoon, and 
trying to explain to them the teachings 
of Jesus. I can do but little, and desire 
you to pray to God to help me to teach 
the people.” Miss Fielde said (in Eng- 
lish) that she had seen many beautiful 
things in Bangkok ; but this meeting was 
the most beautiful thing she had seen. 
Willie said he was glad to see so many 
Chinese wishing to be Christians, and 


that he wished to be a Christian him- 
self. Pe Hien said God looked at the 
heart, and not at the face of man. If 
you wish to appear handsome to God, 
try to have the heart look well. Pua 
Sin Se said, when you pray, use the 
Lord’s prayer, if you can use no other 
words. The pastor said, if your son de- 
sires to eat, he can say, “Father, I wish 
some rice, or I wish an orange, or I wish 
some fish. Now you can do the same it 
you want anything of God. He under- 
stands Chinese, and can hear you if you 
say to Him, ‘I wish a clean heart. I 
wish to be pardoned. I wish to know 
the doctrine. I wish to be delivered 
from the devil.” Others spoke and 
prayed. Then we said, “Peace be with 
you,” and walked home by moonlight, 
being made happier by the prayer meet- 
ing. 

Next Sabbath I hope to baptize some 
Chinese who are waiting for the privi- 
lege. 

Climate of Bangkok. 

Nov. 29.—Thermometer at 70°, and 
we, all in wool, still shivering from the 
cold, and Mrs. D. says, “We want a stove 
in the house.” This, you say, is strange 
for Bangkok. But so it is; and you 
might see our Chinese boy decked out in 
an old cloth coat and pants from Willie ; 
the coolie, in a black coat and woolen 
socks (without shoes), which makes him 
appear like a half-civilized North Amer- 
ican Indian,—and the children say it is 
quite a desecration to father’s old coat. 
The natives outside wind around their 
shoulders all the clothes they have, leav- 
ing the head and legs uncovered. The 
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Chinese put on the caps and clothes of 
their fatherland, so far as they have 
them, and laugh at the north winds 
which so severely pinch the Siamese, 
who have never seen a snow storm, nor 
felt the blasts of a northern latitude. 
To us this morning air is better than a 
dose of quinine or a voyage at sea, and 
not half so bitter to take as either. The 
climate here is truly delightful, and this 
sentiment I hear from the lips of many. 
We have now with us Capt. Ross and 
family, of the *‘Daniel Marcy,” the good 
ship which took us from California to 
China, and they are delighted with the 
climate of Bangkok, so different from 
what they had supposed. 


LETTER FROM MISS FIELDE. 
A Good Field—Its Fruits. 


Bangkok, Nov. 30, 1866.—One of the 
Chinese Christians has been ill, and will 
probably stay with us but little longer. 
He is one of the most humble and sim- 
ple of souls. To such, especially, what 
a surprise and joy the New Jerusalem 
will be ! 

Among the missionary fields that I vis- 
ited in China, I saw none more interest- 
ing or encouraging than our own. And 
in Siam, the character and circumstances 
of the Chinese render our work more 
hopeful than it may appear to some. The 
material may be hard, but it is durable. 

Dr. Dean’s labors are wonderfully and 
signally blessed ; not so much in the ex- 
tent, it may be, as in the depth, of the 
work. Perhaps it is owing to the faith- 
ful, simple teaching and preaching in the 
vernacular. 

Even in the midst of sickness, peace 
and cheerfulness abide with us. 


PROME MISSION. 
LETTER FROM MR. E. 0. STEVENS. 
Up the Irrawadi towards Prome. 
Manoung, Nov. 20, 1865.—Allow me 
to write a few wayside notes, while I 
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wait in this town for the next opportuni- 
ty to go with my family to Prome. 
Through the carelessness of the pilot, 
the steamer towing us up the river ran 
aground last Wednesday evening, the 
14th inst., at a point about seven miles 
below this. Accordingly on Friday, the 
16th, at the captain’s suggestion, we 
transferred all our baggage to a cargo- 
boat, sent down to our relief, and start- 
ed, in hopes of arriving the same after- 
noon. Two native Christians, returning 
from the Convention, and accompanying 
us from Rangoon, were passengers with 
us. An officer of the British army, with 
his family, on the way to join his regi- 
ment on the northern frontier, shared 
the boat with us. Besides these, there 
were two men-servants in the party. 
But the crew were so extremely inefli- 
cient, that although the passengers work- 
ed hard the greater part of the way, and 
a party of police sent to our aid gave us 
no little help at the setting poles and the 
towline, it was not until the middle of 
Sunday afternoon that the boat’s burden 
was ail unloaded and the baggage housed. 


Opium Eating Among Burmans. 

In the evening I sat down in the bun- 
galow, which was very kindly furnished 
for our accommodation, heavy of heart. 
The question had been repeatedly asked 
on board the boat among ourselves, and 
after we landed, by those who extended 
their hospitalities upon our arrival, why 
it was that those eight oarsmen could 
not be made to put forth an average 
amount of strength in stemming the cur- 
rent and north-east monsoon. But it 
was not till dusk of that evening that 
the true cause came to my knowledge. 
Moung Company, the missionary to the 
Kyens, employed by the Convention, dis- 
closed the fact, that every Burman that 
manned the boat, with the single excep- 
tion of the owner himself, was addicted 
to the use of opium. 

I had that very morning heard one 
of them laughingly speak to his fellow 
of the opium a comrade had taken, who 
was at the time lying motionless un- 
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der cover, overpowered with heavy 
sleep. But upon being pressed as to the 
nature of his remark, the young man 
tried to pass it off by saying he was only 
in fun; and my sincere hope being that 
such was the case, I let it pass. 

It seems that the true reason why the 
men were unwilling to take advantage 
of the moonlight to push on the first 
night, was that they wished to have their 
opium on shore undisturbed; and that 
while we were aboard, Moung Company 
detected some borrowing going on for the 
express purpose of buyingopium. With 
all this agreed very well a fight that 
sprang up between two of them, evi- 
dently upon the slightest grounds, and 
which, but for my interference, might 
possibly have proved something serious. 
My heart sank within me like a stone ; 
for it was evident this was not by any 
means a very unusual case. That very 
evening Moung Company felt obliged to 
hasten to the house of his host before 
worship, because, from the number of 
opium consumers in the place, bis bag- 
gage was in danger of being stolen. 


Deadly Effects of Opium. 

Hope almost died within me as I 
thought of those young men. I had rea- 
soned with them with reference to the 
comparative claims of Buddhism and 
Christianity, and plead with them to ac- 
cept of salvation through Christ. They 
had listened with respect and interest, 
and had begged for tracts; and yet it ap- 
pears that all the while they were fas- 
tening upon themselves chains, which, in 
time, no human power would be able ef- 
fectually to break. Our Saviour has 
taught us that it is hard for such as trust 
in riches to be saved. It is equally true 
that “it is easier for a camel to go through 
the eye of a needle” than for the slaves 
of opium “to enter into the kingdom of 
God.” This vegetable poison is not as 
quick in its effects as arsenic is said to be 
among the Tyrolese ; but certainly it is 
in some respects similar, and if the use of 
it is indulged in long, it is sure to prove 
fatal in the end. 
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A confirmed opium-smoker suffers in- 
describably when unable to procure his 
favorite drug ; and yet if he continues ts- 
ing it, he has before him the prospect of 
dying a most miserable death in conse- 
quence. When all pecuniary means for 
obtaining it are exhausted, not having 
the physical strength either to do much 
honest work or to undertake open rob- 
bery, he will resort to petty thieving and 
dark treachery to accomplish his pur- 
pose. He becomes a pest to society ; his 
sunken cheeks, yellowish-looking eyes and 
emaciated form, a most melancholy spec- 
tacle. 


Favored by the British Government. 


The rulers of the country know all this 
perfectly well, and what is the course 
pursued with reference to it? In the 
king’s dominions, arrack-drinking and 
the use of opium are punished with mer- 
ciless fines and confiscation of property. 
In British Burmah, to say nothing of the 
larger towns, it is probably safe to assert 
that on the average there is an arrack 
shop in every village; and as for opium, 
it isa government monopoly, and any 
diminution in the use of it on the part of 
the people might seriously affect the 
public revenue. The remark of a gov- 
ernment official, made in my hearing upon 
the subject a few months ago, was to the 
effect that it were hard to deprive the 
people of their luxuries; that as well 
might an Englishman think of doing 
without his beer, as a native without his 
arrack and opium. 

The result is, that whereas the habit 
of using opium was almost unknown 
among the Burmans of this province 
fifteen years ago, the official returns of 
the amount furnished year by year to 
the licensed dealers show that it is mak- 
ing fearful strides. Besides, the amount 
introduced by smugglers into the villages 
is known to be very great. Br. Rose’s 
able report on opium, read before the 
Convention, will in due time appear in 
print. I could wish that it might be 
printed by thousands and sent to every 
Baptist church in America, whose mem- 
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bers feel any interest in the welfare of 

Byrmah. Let the fact be known, that 

where tens are converted to God through 

the instrumentality of their missionaries, 

hundreds are ruined both for time and 
- eternity. 

The reason why I have written this, 
instead of waiting until those better able 
to give facts upon tLe subject should lay it 
in all its true bearings before the Christian 
world, is that the fire in my bones wax- 
ing hot, I could refrain nolonger. I ask 
the privilege of sending out these rude 
thoughts, in the hope that they may per- 
form the office of a note of alarm, to stir 
up the minds of the brethren at home to 
a more intelligent and more earnest 
prayer for the salvation of Burmah. 


ASSAM MISSION. 
LETTER FROM MR. BRONSON. 
Progress in the Work. 


Nowgong, Nov. 17, 1866.—The first 
volume of the Dictionary work, I trust, 
will be finished by the close of the year. 
I am now on the last letter of the alpha- 
bet. 

The cold weather is fairly set in, and 
doing wonders for us on the score of 
health and spirits,—thanks to our Heav- 
enly Father. We desire to lay all He 
gives us on his altar. Our Sabbath con- 
gregations are full and _ interesting. 
Many come in from around us. The 
pupils of the school are going on well, 
and we feel that there is much to encour- 
age us. We want associates. You are 
not sending help to Gowahati a moment 
too soon. 

I have had a great deal of anxiety 
about the interests there on account of 
several families of Bengali Christians, 
whose lives have been notoriously bad, 
a".d whose influence has been most dele- 
terious on our people. 


The Work among the Hill Tribes. 
Besides Assamese, we have great fa 


cilities here at Nowgong for influencing 
Mikir and other hill tribes. 


Mission to the Teloogoos.— Letter from Mr. Clough. 
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Day after day something occurs to 
show us that God is with us. One of our 
plain Mikir boys left this morning, to be- 
gin his work for the cold season among 
his countrymen. He seemed much af- 
fected by a sense of the responsibility 
and difficulty of standing alone among 
his countrymen, a Christian. He goes 
to talk and teach and work any way he 
can. I was amused by his request for 
two Assamese hymn-books; for he said 
some twenty young men asked him to 
bring them, so that they could learn to 
sing the hymns as he could. These 
hymns are made effectual preachers. 

Encouraging Cases. 

This evening a mountain boy came in, 
who has been absent three months. He 
learned to read quickly, and committed to 
memory portions of Scripture and hymns. 
While absent he has talked these over 
and over wherever he has been, and 
has gathered a small school and been 
teaching what he has learned. He now 
comes, saying that his purpose is fixed 
to serve Christ. He must hasten back 
and stay two months, and then his bus- 
iness will permit him to come down and 
renew his studies. He hopes he has a 
new heart, and can become a disciple of 
Christ by public profession. 

Another young man, an Assamese, pre- 
sented himself last week, saying, “My 
father helped build your bungalow and 
heard much about the Christian religion. 
I wish to come to the Bible and Sunday 
school class on Sunday to learn more of 
this religion.” And so he has come the 
last two Sabbaths and given his Bible 
lesson. Although we often meet with 
great prejudice and opposition, I believe 
that the light of the gospel and of science 
is gradually leading the people as a body 
to inquire after the truth. Pray much 
for Assam. 

_ 


MISSION TO THE TELOOGOOS. 


LETTER FROM MR. CLOUGH. 
A Privileged Work. 
Ongole, Dec. 8, 1866.—We are still 
plodding on, have plenty of work to do 
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and thanks be to God, who has always 
been very kind to us, we have health 
and strength to work from early morn- 
ing till ten or eleven o'clock at night. 
This is a glorious work—to preach Jesus 
to this poor people. We are happy in 
our work, and thank God daily for the 
privileges we enjoy; the privilege of 
preaching to the Teloogoos in their own 
language. They no longer seem like a 
strange people. If any of our friends 
from America were to visit us and come 
unannounced, they would hear Teloogoo 
from one end of our house to the other ;— 
Teloogoo from my little boy, who speaks 
it as fluently and readily as a native 
child; Teloogoo from Mrs. Clough and 
her Teloogoo scholars, who keep up a 
constant hum, and Teloogoo from the 
writer of this, as he talks to those who 
come to the mission house to hear about 
the new religion,—or with some in- 
quirer, whose heart the Holy Spirit has 
touched,—or with the native preachers ; 
or, during the intervals, he, with teacher 
by his side, is digging into the crooked 
roots of some Teloogoo verb. 


Labor in Ongole. 

We have now been in Ongole upwards 
of eleven weeks. Since the first of Oc- 
tober we have had much rain, and as a 
consequence we have been much hinder- 
ed in our mission work ; yet we have not 
been idle. With umbrella in hand, to 
protect us from the rain, we go on rainy 
days to the village of outcasts or pariahs, 
secure a seat in some place under some 
shelter or friendly roof, and then con- 
verse with the poor people about a cru- 
cified but living Saviour, and eternity. 
Here I must relate a brief narrative. 

To my mind it proves that although 
we are far away here in the wilderness, 
yet we are not alone; that God is here, 
and that He is calling, seeking after his 
lost sheep, and that they are beginning 
to hear his voice,—beginning to follow 
Him, although, as yet, Peter-like, afar off. 

The Pariah Village as it Was. 

Pariahs, or outcasts, as the brahmins 

call them, are in looks and actions of all 


Mission to the Teloogoos. — Letter from Mr. Clough. 


105 


heathen the most unprepossessing and 
heathenish. Near our mission house, 
only a few rods distant, is a village of 
these Pariahs. The village contains, 
perhaps, a hundred families, or three or 
four hundred inhabitants. Since I com- 
menced writing this letter, Lieut. Hen- 
ning, Superintendent of Police, who has 
been absent from the station for some 
time, called in to see us, who, together 
with his predecessor, occupied our mis- 
sion house for several years previous to 
our arrival in Ongole in September last. 

Among his first questions to day were 
these: “How do you get along with the 
Pariah village? Do they let you sleep 
nights ? Do not you wish that they were 
banished? They troubled me,” said he, 
“almost to death. Every night there 
was either a quarrel, or row all night, or 
most of the night, or sacrificing to their 
idols, with music and rattling on their 
tom-toms (a kind of drum), or feasting, 
or a marriage, or a funeral, with their 
usual accompaniments, arrack and 
drunkenness, so that the nights when I 
had peace and quietness were the ex- 
ceptions.” Such were his questions and 
complaints, and my answer was as fol- 
lows: 

The Pariah Village as it Is. 

“When we first came here, they did 
and acted as you say. We had but lit- 
tle quietness, either by night or day; 
but since then, a great change has taken 
place, and now we seldom hear any quar- 
relling, and I don’t think a tom-tont 
has been beaten in the village for a 
month.” And I concluded by saying 
that we have been preaching to these 
poor people almost every day since we 
came here. 

What authority, the powers that be, 
the lieutenant, with two or three hun- 
dred policemen, acknowledged he could 
not do, the gospel is accomplishing ; it has 
in ten or eleven wecks produced a mark- 
ed, aradical change. Now from this vil- 
lage, every Sabbath, from ten to twenty 
men come to meeting regularly ; their 
idols are neglected ; some have stopped 
work on the Sabbath, stopped drinking 
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arrack, etc., etc., are begging me to es- 
tablish a school for them; and ere long 
we hope and expect to see many from 
among them come out, take Jesus as 
their Saviour, and become themselves 
the instruments of giving the gospel to 
others around them. 


MISSION TO FRANCE. 


LETTER FROM MR. CRETIN. 
The Fruits of Conversion. 
Denain, Jan. 3, 1867.—We have just 
had a remarkable instance of conversion 
in Preseau, in the case of a young wo- 
man who devotes herself to making 
known the Lord Jesus, and to repairing 
the evil she had done in remaining among 
the Catholics after she knew the truth. 
Happy in the peace which Jesus gives, 
she combats her uncle, who has gone over 
from rationalism to Swedenborgianism. 
Many come to our worship and appear 
well disposed. The village is continual- 
ly excited on account of the progress of 
the gospel in changing public opinion. 


The people confess more and more that, 


the right is with us. A friend of the cu- 
rate, who opposes our brethren, has pur- 
chased a Bible, in order to assail us with 
the better advantage. He boasted that 
he could easily confound me, and came 
to the meeting on purpose to make an 
attack upon me, but could not answer a 
word. When they bantered him on this 
account, he replied that he knew very 
-well what I would say in answer, and 
that I should wind him up,—in fine, that 
there was nothing to be said against us. 

Such avowals have produced a great 
influence on our community. A year ago 
the same man came with one of his friends 
to make fun of me. On coming into the 
meeting, they laughed and made faces; 
but when I began to speak, they became 
more serious, and at last listened with 
the greatest attention. 

Re-action against Popery. 

Some of our friends labor for the peo- 
ple of Maréches, to whom they speak of 
the gospel and lend them tracts. The 
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curate was alarmed by such an act of 
propagandism, and preached against the 
Protestants, forbidding his people to give 
them work, and declaring that he should 
inquire who hired them. The curate 
had supreme power in the commune, 
and they obeyed him, giving no more 
work to our sisters. There was one wo- 
man to whom her neighbors said, that if 
she persevered, she would be refused ab- 
solution. “Then I will do without it,” 
she replied. “When I was in great diffi- 
culty, neither the curate nor any one 
else came to comfort me, nor to lead me 
in the right way. These women alone 
comforted me by reading the Bible. 
They wept with me, and taught me to 
forgive my enemies and to pray for them.”’ 
Influential people blamed the curate, and 
said that he deserved to be brought be- 
fore the court. A re-action has thus be- 
gun against him. Those who hired our 
sisters have come back to them again, 
condemning their curate and asking for 
tracts for them and for their neighbors, 
who also desire them. Thus the word of 
God will be read in this commune, and it 
is to be hoped that the work will go on, 
so that the wicked one will be foiled. 
Preseau is to us a living oasis, a green 
spot of love and joy. Ihope God has 
“much people” in this commune. 


Glad Hearers of the Word. 


I was telegraphed to attend the funer- 
al of achild of one of our brethren in 
Bruay. I being absent from home, they 
sent two leagues for a miner, who spoke 
very well, but he was a man without rep- 
utation. The friends distributed tracts 
which I had given them, and the day after 
the funeral I arrived and held good meet- 
ings. Members were found belonging to 
fifteen families who prefer our worship. 
Many other families have the Bible or a 
New Testament, and read our tracts. 

Having promised to go thither tospend 
Christmas day, I heard on my arrival of 
the death of a child belonging to one of 
our friends. The church being in the 
cemetery, we appointed the hour for the 
funeral when the people were just com- 
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ing out from High Mass. We had more 
than three hundred hearers, who, not- 
withstanding the cold, listened to me 
with the greatest attention ; and we gave 
away from two to three hundred tracts, 
which were gladly received. These vil- 
lages are strongly attached to Catholi- 
cism ; but prejudices are becoming dissi- 
pated. They say that we, too, believe 
in Jesus Christ, the Virgin and the 
saints, and that our religion is better 
than that of the priests. In the after- 
noon, notwithstanding the bad weather, 
I had forty persons at our meeting, and 
in the evening, thirty. The people wish 
us to have meetings there on the Sab- 
bath; but we have no Sabbath which we 
can give them. 


Opening Fields. 


The curate of Buissitre, having made 
a flying visit at Bruay, preached against 
the Protestants, and said, “Bring me the 
books distributed by the Protestants, and 
I will show you that they are bad books.” 
Many of his hearers said they would not 
give up their books, because they were 
good. I sent five tracts by mail to the 
curate. The next Sabbath he said, at 
the Mass,—*There have been Protestant 
tracts distributed among you; some have 
been sent to myself, also, from Paris ;” 
but everybody was surprised that he did 
not say whether they were good or bad. 
There are Christians in St. Pierre, Marle, 
Bully-Grenay, Lances, Carvin, &c., all 
along the railroad and the mining re- 
gions. In all these Catholic villages, the 
work is yet to be begun. We needa 
pious, active and devoted pastor and a 
good colporteur for this work. There is 
a good field in which to commence a 
work at Pas-de-Calais and in the north, 
towards Douay and Lille. The national 
pastor at Anas, six leagues from Bruay, 
having heard of the revival there through 
a colporteur, came and held a meeting at 
St. Barbe, and offered his services to 
baptize, marry, bury and hold worship. 
We ought not to delay the opportunity 
of taking possession of this promising 
field. 
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LETTER FROM MR. LEPOIDS. 
State of the Church in Lyons. 


Paris, Jan. 10, 1867.—Last month I 
visited Lyons, St. Etienne and the vicin- 
ity. Iwas much blessed in my inter- 
course with the friends whom I met at 
Lyons. One thing, however, troubled 
me, namely, the removal of five members 
for various causes. One of them, a young 
soldier, was obliged to join his regiment, 
which has been transferred to another 
garrison. A Bible colporteur, in the em- 
ploy of the London Society, who was 
very useful in our little church, being a 
member of it, and who conducted the 
meetings in my absence, has fallen under 
the ban of a Pedo-baptist in Lyons, who 
accuses him of Baptist propagandism. 
He has been sent away with his wife, 
who is also a member, to the other ex- 
treme of France, to pursue his work as a 
colporteur there. Two of our sisters 
also have been obliged to leave Lyons 
for want of work. Our poor laborers 
there have suffered much on this account 
the last year. The members of the church 
of Lyons now remaining number only 
seven. 

I embraced the opportunity, however, 
to visit several former members, who only 
wait for a permanent minister, resident 
in the city, to rejoin the little flock. I 
also saw several families who gave me 
encouragement. I held several meetings 
at Lyons, consisting generally of from 
twenty to forty persons; our little upper 
room could not accommodate any more. 
Two asked for baptism, but I thought it 
prudent to wait. 

There are several persons in the Pro- 
testant church in Lyons inclined to our 
principles, which they regard as the only 
true ones. But we also have there nu- 
merous and powerful adversaries, who 
are engaged in incessant opposition. We 
cannot hope to see our work advance in 
Lyons until we have a convenient place 
of worship, and a pious, able, active and 
prudent pastor. 

It is impossible that our visits, made 
only once in three months, should forward 


108 


the work. We can only keep the ground 
and prepare it for the future. 

I met at Lyons a well-educated and 
pious teacher holding our principles. He 
is the son of one of our former laborers 
in that region. I think he might become 
one of our helpers and evangelists, if he 
could pursue some theological studies with 
one of our pastors. 


The Church in St. Etienne. 


I visited also, with the Divine blessing, 
our friends at St. Etienne. I found them 
engaged in discussion regarding a mem- 
ber, whom some wished to exclude on ac- 
count of some imprudences on his part, 
while others wished to retain him, be- 
cause he had shown some manifestations 
of repentance. After several conversa- 
tions with them, as I feared a division in 
the church, I advised the church to re- 
quest him to withdraw for a time,—which 
he did, to the satisfaction of all. 

I had the pleasure of partaking of the 
Lord’s Supper with sixteen members, 
and had five meetings, embracing both 
Catholics and Protestants, numbering 


more than forty hearers. After one of . 


these occasions a man, moved to tears, 
shook hands with me, trembling with 
emotion. Then the son of one of our 
brethren asked to be baptized. I ad- 
vised him to wait till my next visit in 
the spring. A brother from Feurs, one 
of our former evangelists, asked, with 
his wife, to be reiidmitted to the church. 
I have visited, besides, five other mem- 
bers of the former Baptist church in St. 
Etienne and three at Forminy, fifteen 
miles from the city, and five at Feurs, 
twenty-four miles farther. I had the 
satisfaction of partaking of the Lord’s 
Supper with these dear Christians, who 
have continued faithful. This makes 
twenty brethren and upwards who re- 
main in this region ; but only sixteen are 
members of our church in St. Etienne. 
I also went to lead a meeting at An- 
drexiens, where we have some good 
friends ; but they are persecuted by the 
curate of the commune. A revival is 
evidently commencing in that village. 
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In fine, if we combine into one the 
work in Lyons and St. Etienne and the 
vicinity, there is certainly labor enough 
to occupy two men, a pastor and an evan- 
gelist. May the Lord help us soon to 
send these laborers into his harvest. 

The Church in Chauny. 

I cannot forbear to recur to the capi- 
tal fact for our work here, namely, the 
religious liberty, waited for so many 
years, and finally conceded by our gov- 
ernment in 1866, by the redpening of the 
chapel at Chauny, which had remained 
closed for thirteen years. A thousand 
times blessed be the Lord, and may He 
now grant to this church, always dear to 
my heart, more prosperity than ever. 


MISSION TO SWEDEN. 


LETTER FROM MR. WIBERG. 
The Work of Revival Advancing. 

Stockholm, Dec. 8, 1866.—The Spirit 
of the Lord is working in an especial 
manner during these days, even in our 
country, and we often receive informa- 
tion of revivals in different parts of the 
country apart from those related in the 
regular reports sent in by our evangelists, 
or colporteur brethren. Thus in the vil- 
lage of Knifsta, parish of Wika, province 
of Dalecarlia, a revival commenced last 
fall, as it seems without any human in- 
strumentality. Br. Nas Per Pehrson af- 
terwards visited the place, when two 
were awakened. After this visit the 
members of the Baptist church went to 
the village on Sundays, to converse and 
pray with those who had been awaken- 
ed; and in six weeks twenty had found 
peace in believing, several of whom have 
professed their faith in baptism. In the 
neighboring parish of Husby, ten chil- 
dren, in a day school kept by a Baptist 
sister, received peace in believing during 
the last term. These children were re- 
ported, previous to their conversion, to 
have been very bad. 

Iam peculiarly happy to relate that 
even in my native parish, Tuna, province 
of Helsingland, a revival has, during the 
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last weeks, commenced, and a number 
have been awakened. Br. O. Bergstrom 
has held a meeting in my father’s house, 
and has been invited to hold meetings 
there as often as he wishes. 

To-day a letter from br. Ola Hanson, 
dated Dec. 22d, was handed to me, in 
which he says, “I am now on a preaching 
tour in the south part of Skane (Scania). 
The Lord is with us. We have hada 
gracious visitation from the Lord. I 
have been at Illenstorp, parish of Wram, 
six days, and there were twenty-three 
born again, who now confess Jesus with 
their mouth, and many more have been 
awakened. Even some backsliders have 
been renewed into the faith of the Son 
of God and restored to the church. There 
was ahappy season. I have scarcely ex- 
perienced such a season in my life. ‘There 
were whole houses and families brought 
to believe in Christ. 


Converted Children in Stockholm. 


Here in Stockholm a good work is go- 
ing on among the children in one of our 
Sunday schools. 
ly been awakened. 

Br. Broady continues to preach in the 
chapel on Sunday evenings. He is pop- 
ular among the people, and draws a 
crowded house. I have been informed 
that several have been awakened under 
his preaching. 

Brn. Drake and Nystrom usually 
preach in the chapel on Sunday morn- 
ings. The congregations are said to be 
good, considering the early hour of meet- 
ing (9.30 A. M.) and the fact that we 
have simultaneously meetings in four 


places. 
The Theological School. 


The first term of our Theological 
School closes on the 20th of this month ; 
it is to be redpened on the 20th of Janu- 
ary. During this term eight have re- 
ceived instruction, two of whom have 
paid for their tuition. Most of the stu- 
dents are employing their vacation in 
preaching the gospel in different parts of 
the country. 
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Influence of America. 


This year is soon ended. It has been 
an eventful year to the world and to the 
Swedish Mission. We rejoice especially 
in the bloodless victories gained by the 
friends of liberty and justice in the 
United States. We see in those victo- 
ries a regenerated America, and in a re- 
generated America, the salvation of the 
world. The gospel in its purity, joined 
with civil and religious liberty, will 
henceforth, in the hands of American 
Christians, accomplish a mission among 
the nations of the earth, of which we can 
now form noadequate conception. Even 
Sweden, with Norway, Finland and Rus- 
sia, will share in the blessings resulting 
from such a mission, and coming genera- 
tions in those countries will have a spe- 
cial reason to thank God for the work 
which the American Baptist Missionary 
Union this year has commenced in Swe- 


den. 


LETTER FROM MR. EDGREN. 
Encouraging Work in South Stockholm. 


Stockholm, Dec. 31, 1866.—The sta- 
tion on the south is not a new preaching 
station, as it has been occupied for years 
back; but it has not for sometime been 
in the hands of the Baptists, until last 
fall. They have, however, preached 
there before, and I remember having 
spoken in the same place before going to 
America. 

The work of the Lord is continuing on 
the south. A deep anxiety has been felt 
by many, and in every meeting that feel- 
ing has found expression. There are al- 
ways many who request prayers in their 
behalf, and among them we constantly 
see new faces. My congregation has 
very much the character of a running 
stream,—a constant change of hearers, 
—so there is a good chance to “cast 
bread upon the waters.” Some of these 
passers-by have been caught by the 
word, and I trust by the Spirit, of God, 
and I see them returning, and so increas- 
ing the number of regular attendants. 
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Some seem to have been truly con- 
verted. One of them was baptized long 
since. Another is by her parents kept 
from following the Lord in this command, 
as she is now studying to be confirmed in 
the State church. One, an old man, who 
often has stood up for prayers in our 
meetings, was asked the other day how 
it was with his soul. He replied, “I 
found peace fourteen days ago in the 
evening meeting.” Sunday before last, 
towards the close of the meeting, a wo- 
man stood up, and said she had once 
been a child of God, but long walked 
with the world and in unbelief. “How 
often,” said she, “I have wished I could 
believe one minute, and now I have be- 
lieved one quarter of an hour; and O, 
how good it is!” She then addressed 
the anxious and the unconverted, and 
finally closed by saying, “I now believe 
in Jesus, and I hope I shall believe for- 
ever.” Her testimony came from the 
heart and went to the hearts of many 
present. There was much weeping and 
a deep feeling of the real presence of 
God. Last night two women stood up 
in the congregation and testified to the 
power of the blood of Christ to save 
sinners. They had both for some time 
wished they could wholly trust in that 
blood, and now they fully could, and re- 
joice in the Lord. Another woman said 
to me, after the meeting, that she had 
found Christ since she commenced to at- 
tend the preaching at this station. 
*“Now,” said she, “my peace is constant, 
even in temporal matters. I fear noth- 
ing, for the Lord is my God and my por- 
tion.” These are glorious and encourag- 
ing facts. : 


The Opposer Conquered. 


Again an attempt has been made to 
disturb the meeting. A hard-looking 
soldier stood up several times, and said 
something to interrupt the preaching, 
and afterwards he mockingly rose twice 
for prayers. But I think the next Sab- 
bath I saw him there again. That spite- 
ful smile was not on his face. He listen- 
ed attentively, and finally, seeming in 
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real earnest, he rose for prayers. He 
has ever since been an attentive member 
of the congregation. May he be made a 
member of the host that shall sing the 
Saviour’s praises in heaven. 


Death-bed Repentance. 


* It has been my duty to stand by the 
death-beds of two or three persons ; but 
I find the death-bed is not the place for 
repentance. O what fears, what uncer- 
tainty, what terror do they experience, 
who are not sure of eternal life when 
death is near! They that have lived 
without Christ will generally die without 
Him. One, a young man, wasting away 
with consumption, feared exceedingly to 
die. And yet, when I first spoke to him, 
he seemed very shy, lest any of the oth- 
ers present should understand that he 
wished to hear of Christ. When I after- 
wards returned to see him, he was eager 
to know of the way of salvation, and did 
not care about the others in the same 
room of the hospital. I found he deeply 
felt he was a sinner, and also that he 
could not find the least to recommend 
him to the favor of God. I then repeat- 
ed to him Is. 1 : 18—“Come now and let 
us reason together,” etc. He immedi- 
ately, with some appearance of faith, 
said, “Yes, that is really a glorious pro- 
mise ;” but he was already beginning to 
be somewhat delirious, or at least very 
weak. Shortly after he said, “Whether 
you believe me or not, I have rejoiced in 
my spirit over these truths.” I left him. 
Perhaps he believed, but it is so uncer- 
tain; for his mind was not clear. O 
that men would stop and think before 
they stand on the verge of the grave ! 
If Satan has carried them so far in his 
service, he is very likely to carry them 
through. 
The Sabbath School. 

Christmas day we had a little feast for 
the Sabbath school. Speeches were 
made, etc. We had a Christmas tree 
and some gifts for the children. Among 
them there also seems to be some feeling. 
The number of scholars has increased 
from thirty to about sixty-five. A faith- 


1867. ] 


ful brother is superintendent. The pupils 
of the Theological school are mostly out 
in the country, preaching. We intend 
to commence studying in January again. 


GERMANY. 
LETTER FROM MR. FREITAG. 
Revival in Lubec. 


Liibec, Nov. 9, 1866.—The prospects 
for the advancement of the kingdom of 
God in Liibec have long been very un- 
propitious. The brethren here, as well 
as myself, felt it and wished it might be 
otherwise. I remembered former days. 
and thought the same Lord, who has 
worked with me elsewhere, can and will 
do the same also here in Liibec. He is 
the same Saviour here as He was in 
KG6nigsburg, and He is just as almighty ; 
but I am as poor and weak as there. 
But I said to Him, “Thou canst work 
wonders with a broken staff. So, then, 
here I am; Lord, use me.” 

And néw to wield the 
sword of the Spirit; I endeavored to 
show its power to my assoviate® the lit- 
tle band of my brethren, and then we 
called upon our King to lead forth the 
battle. 

After the divine service on Sabbath 
evening in my own house, we met togeth- 
er to hold a Bible class. A few were 
made sensible that they were not mem- 
bers of Christ’s little flock, and had no 
inheritance in the kingdom of heaven. 
On Monday morning, at the missionary 
concert, I took a view of the mission field 
here, comparing it with others. We felt 
the peculiar difficulties of our position, 
but rejoiced that during the last summer 
five had been added to our little number, 
and read for our encouragement John 16 : 
23, 24—“Verily, verily, I say unto you, 
if ye shall ask anything in my name, I 
will do it.” This was enough for us. 
And, holding firmly to this promise, we 
began to pray, first for our children, then 
for those in riper years. I went home 
full of hope. 
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Beginning of the Work. 


On Thursday evening I was meditating 
on 2 Sam. 5: 22-25,—“And when thou 
hearest the sound of a going in the tops 
of the mulberry trees, then shalt thou 
bestir thyself; for then will the Lord go 
out before thee to smite the host of the 
Philistines.... And David did as the 
Lord commanded him, and smote the 
Philistines.” As I meditated upon these 
words, I prayed, “Lord, so let it be here 
soon.” Just then I heard a knock at my 
door, and the eldest son of one of our 
brethren came in, saying, “I have found 
Jesus, and He has forgiven all my sins.” 
“Hold,” said 1; “the Lord is now going 
forth; there is ‘a sound of a going in 
the tops of the mulberry trees.’” Then 
he told me how he had promised a young 
companion here eight weeks ago that he 
would never bea Baptist. But the Lord 
had mercy on him, and last Sabbath he 
wrote to his friend, informing him that 
he could not keep that promise. On 
Monday evening, after the concert, he 
could find no peace, but spent the entire 
night in prayer. ‘The next morning, 
while he was at work, he found peace. 
Then I encouraged him to pray for his 
friends also. “Yes,” he replied, “and es- 
pecially for the one above-mentioned.” 
We knelt together, thanking the Lord 
for his love and mercy, and praying for 
others by name. On Thursday after- 
noon, the eldest sister of the young con- 
vert, about twenty years of age, came to 
me full of joy, and related how, after a 
night spent in prayer, at four in the 
morning, she had found the Lord. Again 
we gave thanks and prayed for others. 

At the evening meeting, a brother in- 
formed us that another young woman, 
passing the day at his house, was so im- 
pressed on hearing of these two cases of 
conversion, that she cried aloud, and be- 
gan to weep and pray for mercy. One 
of our sisters prayed with her, and also 
with her own five children, when all of 
them, down to the youngest, began to 
pray, and they were all present at the 
evening prayer meeting. On the follow- 
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ing day, Nov. 8, at half past two in the 
afternoon, my wife came to my chamber, 
her countenance glowing with joy, and 
asked me to come down at once. I fol- 
lowed her, and behold, the two next 
children of the same family, twelve and 
fourteen years of age, had come to in- 
form me that they had found the Saviour, 
and wished to be baptized with their el- 
der brother and sister. Again we gave 
thanks to God and prayed for others. 
Then I went to the city to exchange 
loan-tracts, and to visit the brethren. I 
found everywhere that the Lord had gone 
forth with his army, and that the Philis- 
tines were put to flight. In one house 
several came together, with whom I read 
the Bible and prayed, and related to 
them the above events. Afterwards I 
visited another brother’s, and told how 
these two children had found the Lord. 
They had a sick daughter at home, six- 
teen orseventeen years of age, who heard 
the account. Her mother proposed that 
we should pray together. We did so. 
The daughter remained upon her knees, 
at first in silent prayer, but afterwards 
she broke out and prayed aloud, wrest- 
ling with the Lord. Then I went to an- 
other house, where we prayed again. 
Early on the ninth, I went again to the 
city, and during my absence another 
young woman called and told, with great 
joy, how she had found peace in Jesus. 
Another, also, was awakened while we 
were at the meeting praying for her on 
Wednesday evening. O brethren, pray 
for us, as long as the “sound of the going” 
is heard ; for “the Lord is gone forth with 
the host.” 


Conversion of Children. 


12.—The Lord is still among us, riding 
forth to victory. On Saturday morning, 
a very intemperate man came to me, 
mourning and telling how troubled he 
was. I knew him well, for he had often 
been to our meetings. I read to him the 
narrative of the man possessed with the 
devils, in Mark 5: 1-15,—whom he re- 
sembled, and exhorted and prayed with 
him. As he left me, I told him to do as 
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the man possessed with the devils did,—to 
go home and fall down before Jesus and 
pray to Him until He had mercy upon 
him. 

In the afternoon, I went to the city, 
exchanged tracts, made pastoral visits, 
and invited people to a meeting the next 
morning. A young girl, twelve years 
old, told me that she was present on 
Thursday evening, when I pointed out 
to her Is. 40:11, and that she prayed 
until the dear Saviour took her in his 
arms and forgave her sins, and now she 
wished to be baptized. Then I visited 
again the sick girl before spoken of, and 
found that she had not yet obtained 
peace ; but her younger sister, fourteen 
years old, told me she thought she had 
found the Lord, and wished to be re- 
ceived to the church. On going home I 
found two of these dear children waiting 
for me, one serious, the other full of joy. 
Both related to me what a blessing they 
had received. One of them said that 
on Wednesday evening her mother ask- 
ed her to accompany her to meeting, 
but she refused ; but, halfjan*hour after- 
wards, she became greatly*troubled in her 
mind, feeling that she was a great sin- 
ner, and that she must pray. When her 
mother, on her return, related how they 
had been praying for her, and that one 
of her young friends had found the Sa- 
viour, she became still more anxious and 
prayed more earnestly; and when she 
heard that the two other young people 
of the same family had found the Lord, 
she was convinced that the Lord must 
have mercy on her or she should be lost 
forever. At length, after continued 
prayer, she obtained the assurance that 
her sins were forgiven. The other said, 
when her mother came from the meet- 
ing Wednesday evening, she told her 
how the two eldest children of one fami- 
ly had been converted. She also brought 
with her a tract, entitled “Come,” and 
read it. The child was so much im- 
pressed that she was obliged to pray. 
Her mother also prayed with her; but 
she did not then find peace. Subsequent 
accounts of the conversion of other chil- 
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dren impelled her to be more earnest in 
prayer; she also visited some of them, 
that she might see for herself. She 
found them perfectly happy; but this 
only increased her anxiety. On return- 
ing home, her mother again prayed with 
her, and at last she found peace. Both 
of them now wished to be baptized. 
A Joyful Sabbath. 

Yesterday, Nov. 11th, we had a bless- 
ed Sabbath. The meeting in the fore- 
noon was well attended, and among our 
number there were seven newly-convert- 
ed souls; an eighth was also with us in 
the evening. Such a week as that which 
had just elapsed had never been enjoyed 
in Liibee. Of the eight souls, five were 
still scholars in the Sabbath school, and 
two had formerly been so, but were now 
grown up. They were all from twelve 
to twenty years of age. Our joy this 
day was very great. 

In the afternoon I took the lead of the 
Sabbath school. After the children had 
recited their lessons, I took up our Con- 
fession of Faith, proposing to go through 
it with them as thoroughly as possible, on 
several successive Sabbaths. Of the 
twenty children present, thirteen had 
not yet found the Saviour, but desired to 
do so, and begged the rest to pray for 
them till they should all be converted. 

The evening meeting was crowded. 
The sermon was on the conversion of the 
jailer, Acts 16: 30, 31. The Lord bless- 
ed the word and it was not without effect. 
After the administration of the Lord’s 


Supper, we closed this precious Sabbath 


with a Bible class. May the Lord con- 
tinue to bless us and fill us with joy. 


LETTER FROM MR. WIEHLER, REETZ. 


Baptisms—Blessing Following Tract Dis- 
tribution. 


Reetz, Nov. 21, 1866.—God in his 
mercy and faithfulness has recently 
granted us a rich harvest. Last Sab- 
bath we had the joy of receiving nine- 
teen converts into the church by baptism, 
—among them, a boy of eleven years old, 
and two'school-girls. Twelve of the num- 
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ber were from a place where hitherto 
there have been no believers. Others in- 
spire the hope that they will soon follow. 

This rich blessing and the opening of 
this new door is to be ascribed chiefly to 
the diligence of one of our brethren in 
tract distribution, which led to our re- 
ceiving an invitation to preach there. 
Br. Liebig had the privilege of preach- 
ing the first sermon in the place, enchain- 
ing all hearts. Hitherto this out-of-the- 
way village had been deemed of no con- 
sequence; but now the neighboring 
preachers of the National church are all 
stirred up, and preach alternately every 
Wednesday evening. So the village is 
doubly blessed. 

One of the sisters baptized was awak- 
ened in consequence of the prevalence of 
the cholera. 

The Sabbath brought us unmingled 
blessing. Notwithstanding the unfavor- 
able weather which preceded it, num- 
bers of faithful members came from great 
distances, so that the chapel was filled. . 
After the other exercises of the day, a 
love-feast, continuing till midnight, clos- . 
ed the ceremonies, and three new cases:- 
of conversion proved that the Lord had: 
been with us. 


LETTER FROM MR. DE NEUL. 
New Church Constituteé in Holland. 


On the 20th of October the church’. 
in Franeker was organized in due form. 
At four, P. M., the brethren met im the 
chapel. After singing, reading the 
Scriptures and prayer, the minutes were 
read, and it was voted unanimously to 
form an independent church. 

The commencement of this church is 
as follows: In 1857, with another broth 
er, I made a journey to Netherlands, 
when we made the acquaintance of Rev. 
Mr. W., who visited us in Ihren in 1859. 
Our visit to him and his to us, together 
with our mutual correspond:nce, led to 
discussion on the subject of baptism, 
which led him to bring up the topic for 
debate at the Synod of the “Seecders,” 
held at Herenveen, Friesland. The 
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preacher here, Mr. Peters, was so much 
excited that he undertook to publish a 
book on infant baptism. One of our 
brethren replied. The reply was read, 
the truth confessed, and we received a 
written request, addressed to us in Ihren, 
inviting us to visit them. On the 18th of 
April, 1864, in company with another 
brother, I came hither, delegated by the 
churchin Ihren. On the 21st, I preached 
for the first time in a private house. The 
next Sabbath afternoon the minister of 
the Mennonites kindly offered us the use 
of his chapel, which has since become 
our property, and here I proclaimed the 
gospel. On the evening of the same day 
I preached again in the private house, 
according to request, on the subject of 
baptism. We had a blessed season. 
About the same time I became acquaint- 
ed with a brother from Makkun, in con- 
sequence of which a flame was kindled in 
that place also. April 25th the first four 
persons here were baptized. From this 
time I visited the place regularly two 
Sabbaths out of five, and the Lord con- 
stantly added to our numbers until the 
present time. The present number is 
forty-one. May the Lord help us to 
grow in strength and in numbers, for the 
enlightenment of this region and the 
glory of his holy name. 

Three brethren were elected deacons, 
and a fourth to be an evangelist. After 
addresses to each of the new officers, the 
four brethren kneeled down and we laid 
our hands upon them, and three of us 
offered prayer. ‘The services were closed 
by singing and the benediction. Every 
one felt that the Lord was there, sealing 
the act. These precious hours will nev- 
er be forgotten. 

Several brethren of the church in 
Franeker have succeeded, with the help 
of God, in restoring union in the church 
of Amsterdam, which had been split into 
two parties. 


Interesting Events in Breda. 


A brother in Amsterdam writes that 
the truth on baptism has penetrated into 
Breda, a city in North Brabant. He 
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says: “Yesterday br. Klokers, many 
years a missionary in China, visit- 
ed us, and communicated the fact that 
Mr. Gronewand, recently from the Cape 
of Good Hope, is now in this section. 
A house or room has been opened in 
Breda for Bible-reading and evangeliza- 
tion. A military officer of high grade 
has the care of this house and sees to 
providing preachers. Mr. Grénewand, 
having been invited to preach, spoke of 
conversion in his sermon, not thinking 
that he was trespassing on the views of 
another. Then he added, “You say, ‘we 
are baptized Christians ;’ but it is not 
true ; you are not baptized. The preach- 
er only baptized his own finger.” Instant- 
ly the whole assembly was in commotion. 
On returning to the officer’s house where 
he lodged, they had a sharp debate, and, 
without coming to any result, each re- 
tired to his chamber. The next morning 
Gronewand first met the commandant in 
the breakfast room, who informed him 
that from the first moment he had been 
convinced of the truth, and now “he wish- 
ed to be baptized, and thus confess Christ 
in the way He had commanded.” A mo- 
ment afterwards the lady of the house 
came in, her eyes red with weeping, and 
said that all night long she had been 
reading, praying and conversing with 
her husband, and that she could no long- 
er resist the truth. Soon afterwards the 
offiter came in and made a similar con- 
fession. A spark of the truth fell also 
in another family, and kindled into a 
flame. There was a universal excite- 
ment. The people wrote to each other 
back and forth. The mother of a cler- 
gyman hastened back from a visit to the 
Hague, to caution her daughter against 
the heresy, but was won over to the 
truth together with five other daughters. 
In short, sixteen persons were baptized 
in Breda a few days ago, and many more 
are inclined to follow them. 

A rumor of these events soon reached 
the Reformed minister, Mr. Helderig, in 
Hemme, the home of br. Klékers. Mr. 
H. requested br. K. to make a journey to 
Breda, giving him a certificate that he 
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was a Baptist minister from China, that . 


he might take direction of the work and 
not allow mere excitement to gain the 
mastery. Br. K. accordingly visited 
Breda, administered the Lord’s Supper, 
and returned.” 

Whatever may be the result of this 
excitement—some account of which has 
already appeared in the periodicals—it 
is certainly remarkable as one of the 
signs of the times. It is another proof 
that if the Spirit of God begins to work, 
all opposition is in vain ; all impediments 
are put out of the way; hearts, though as 
hard as adamant, are melted, and the 
“dry bones” begin to live. A single seed 
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of his word, energized by his Spirit, 
grows in a single night into a tree. 


The Work in a New Place. 


Last evening I preached for the first 
time in Tziimmariim. A large room, 
hired for the occasion, was more than 
filled, the congregation numbering about 
three hundred. Many tears showed that 
the gospel was making its way to the 
hearts of the hearers. This is the more 
encouraging, inasmuch as efforts have 
been made to close the doors against us. 
Last Friday we baptized a sister from 
Makkum, and two others are candidates 
for the ordinance. 


MISCELLANY. 


THE WORK AND ITS SUCCESS. 


The missionary work will never be 
done as it should, until all of Christ’s fol- 
lowers come to act upon the understand- 
ing that this obligation imposes upon 
them, individually, the necessity of per- 
sonal service for the promotion of Christ’s 
kingdom. And there is one principle 
which should enlighten us as to the na- 
ture and extent of this service ; and that 
is that every great and holy work neces- 
sarily involves self-denial and sacrifice. 
It has been so in the whole history of 
mankind. The world’s progress has been 
at the cost of the persecution and suffer- 
ing, and often of the death of those by 
whom it has been secured. Our beloved 
nationality, the source to us of such pre- 
cious social and civil blessings, was not 
established without eight years of bloody 
endurance and sacrifice; and it has just 
now been saved by four years of desper- 
ate conflict, in which the blood of our 
choicest sons has been shed, and the 
sound of wailing been heard in almost 
every home in the land. The kingdom 
of God constitutes’ no exception to the 
operation of this law. It is rather a pe- 
culiar exemplification of it. The whole 
progress of the church has been accom- 


plished through the self-denying efforts 
of believers, and the sacrifices and blood 
of the missionaries and martyrs of Christ. 

With this principle impressed upon our 
minds, let us inquire what our special duty 
is in regard to missions in foreign lands. 
It is a fact well worthy of our considera- 
tion, that all the Christianity of the world 
at this moment is the result of foreign 
missionary labor. But for foreign mis- 
sions the church would have either been 
annihilated, or dragged out a wretched 
existence, confined to the land of Judea. 
Suppose doubting Thomas had stood up 
in the Apostolic Council at Jerusalem, 
and urged that in his view foreign mis- 
sions were impracticable undertakings, 
and that no effort should be made to 
convert the Gentiles until all had been 
converted at home. And suppose this 
argument had prevailed,—where would 
have been the Christendom of to-day ? 
This is very like what a great many are 
saying at the present time. But such 
was not the view which St. Thomas, al- 
though constitutionally a doubter, took 
of his obligations to Christ, or the possi- 
bility of evangelizing the Gentile world. 
He went himself to far distant lands, and 
labored, as tradition tells us, among the 
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Indians of the East, establishing those 
churches, the traces of which are to be 
found to-day upon the coast of Malabar. 

It is sometimes said that Christianity 
has had its development among all the 
races to which it is adapted, and that the 
other races are incapable of apprehend- 
ing the spiritual ideas which lie at the 
foundation of the Christian religion, and 
in some cases are in such decrepitude 
and decline that it is not worth while to 
make any effort to save them. 

How strangely this objection must 
sound to any one who understands the 
intellectual capacity of different races of 
men. Shall no effort be made to win to 
Christ the courtly and accomplished Per- 
sian, who, so far from being deficient in 
the power of spiritual apprehension, holds 
a religious system exceedingly remote 
from material and sensible ideas? Are 
the Chinese doomed to remain always 
on a lower plain than that of the sim- 
plest Christian conceptions—the nation 
that ages since produced the philosopher 
Confucius, who in the spirituality of his 
system may rank as the rival of Plato? 
Shall the Hindu be regarded as incom- 
petent to grasp the spiritual ideas of the 
Christian religion, whose subtle intellect 
has elaborated that vast system of ideal 
Pantheism, before which the speculations 
of German metaphysicians sink into in- 
significance ? And if there are races on 
the eve of extinction, passing rapidly 
away in the presence of the more power- 
ful races of their fellow-men, does not 
that very fact give them the strongest 
claim upon our compassion, and furnish 
the most cogent argument for our instant 
and earnest effort in their behalf. 

As I was travelling, at an early hour 
this morning, upon that wonderful road 
built over the Alleghanies, I looked 
out upon the scene which, at the break- 
ing of the dawn, was just beginning to 
open upon me. The faint light, strug- 
ling among the lofty peaks, only served 
to reveal the gloomy masses of shade 
upon the huge mountain’s side. The 
dark foliage of the boundless forests, 
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dimly perceived, seemed colorless, 
shrunken and dead. But soon crowns 
of golden light rested upon the summits 
of the hills. Slowly the floods of radi- 
ance descended till they touched the 
plains, and then the forests, which had 
seemed so dark and dead, were lighted 
up with an indescribable glory. All the 
gorgeous colors of our autumnal foliage 
were revealed, wondrously softened and 
subdued through the delicate veil of haze 
which almost imperceptibly hung over 
them. It was a scene of sweet and 
touching beauty, which I shall not readi- 
ly forget. My reflections had been oc- 
cupied with those declining races, of 
whom I have just spoken, and as I 
thought of their present darkness, and 
the helplessness which seems to hang 
over their future, Icould not but breathe 
the prayer that ere, by the process of in- 
evitable decay, they should fall like au- 
tumn leaves to perish, the beams of the 
Sun of Righteousness might rest upon 
them, and illumine their latter days with 
the beauty of Christian virtue and the 
glory of Christian hope. 

But we are sometimes met with the ob- 
jection that the results of modern foreign 
missions are so small compared with the 
means expended, that the whole enter- 
prise is exceedingly discouraging. I 
have to reply to this, that even if the 
objection were based upon a fact, it 
would make no difference in regard to 
our duty. That duty is made imperative 
upon us by the command of our Lord; 
and even if there were no results in for- 
eign lands, and not a single soul convert- 
ed to Christ, still the church at home is 
inealculably blessed, if there is only an 
earnest effort to accomplish so desirable 
anend. But the objection is not found- 
ed upon a fact. The results of mission- 
ary effort among the heathen, for the 
last fifty years, have been wonderfully 
great. I will not occupy your time with 
referring you to the various instances of 
this glorious success. I will point you 
to only one testimony as a specimen of 
many others I might adduce. It is a 
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statement made by S. Williams, LL.D., 
U.S. Secretary of Legation to China. 
He says: “The progress made in evan- 
gelizing China, during the past thirty- 
two years, has been, I think, greater than 
was made in the five hundred years be- 
tween A. D. 350 and A. D. 850; and an- 
other fifty years will, I believe, change 
the government to a nominally Christian 
one, if progress isunchecked. ‘There are 
now one hundred and ten Protestant 
missionaries, and about four hundred 
and fifty Romish missionaries in China. 
This week I heard of a Buddhist priest, 
who is rich enough to own a temple, gods, 
altars and all, who wishes tothrow down 
his gods, and take the Lord to be his 
God ;—turn his temple into a church, 
and begin a preaching service there. 
One chapel in Peking was an idol-shrine 
only four months ago, and now seats two 
hundred or three hundred hearers of the 
gospel within its walls, three or four times 
a week. When I came to Canton, over 


thirty years ago, there seemed more like- 


lihood of reaching the North Pole by ships 
than Peking and Japan by missions. But 
when God’s time has come, his agents are 
not far behind.” 


When we remember that it was near- 
ly athousand years before the whole of 
Europe was converted to Christianity, 
the success of the last half century in 
founding Christian schools and churches 
and in organizing Christian society, in 
Greenland, among the aborigines of our 
own continent, in China, in India, in the 
islands of the east, in Syria, on the east- 
ern and western coasts of Africa, and all 
through the island groups of the Pacific, 
is marvellously great, and demands the 
deepest gratitude of our hearts to God. 

I do not mean to say that there are no 
discouragements in this work. There are 
discouragements of a serious character 
and bitter disappointments constantly 
occur; but without these, where would 
be the heroic faith, which believes in ap- 
parent impossibilities, and holds right on 
in its way, because it trusts in God ?—Rev. 
Dr. J. C. Smith in Spirit of Miss. 
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MOHAMMEDAN DECAY. 

The unevangelized millions of our 
world are as the dreary waste, painful 
even for the eye of the Christian man to 
look upon. How much more, then, for 
the eyes of God! Let the statements of 
any traveller, who, having investigated 
the character and habits of the people 
among whom he has sojourned for a time, 
has with fidelity witnessed what he has 
observed, be carefully weighed, and then 
how deep, how dreadful, is the demorali- 
zation of the unevangelized world, wheth- 
er Mohammedan or heathen. 

Shall we glance at Mohammedanism, 
and refer to Pulgrave as a competent wit- 
ness on this subject ; for he has been at 
the fountain-head of Mohammedanism, 
and among those who are regarded as 
the straitest sect—the Wahabees? This, 
then, is his testimony : 

“Results are the tests of systems; and 
narrowness of mind, frightful corruption, 
or rather extinction of moraiity, cruel or 
desolating war on the frontiers; within, 
endless discord in all its forms, family, 
social and civil; convulsive fanaticism 
alternating with lethargic torpor ; transi- 
ent vigor, followed by long and irremedi- 
able decay—such is the general history 
of Mohammedan governments and races. 
And that such is actually and visibly the 
case has been already shown, in part, by 
the existing development and course of 
events in that model state of genuine Is- * 
lamism, that Utopia of Koranism, the 
Wahabee empire, and will even more ap- 
pear in all its odious lucidity, through 
the further course of this narrative, the 
recital of what has been seen by the eye 
and heard by the ear, not from far off, 
but on the very spot. 

“Christianity is living, and, because 
living, must grow, must advance, must 
change— . . . Islam is lifeless, cannot ad- 
vance, cannot change.” 

Over the fairest portion of our earth Mo- 
hammedanism has enthroned itself; the 
European provinces of Turkey, the wide 
extent of Asia Minor, rich in productive 
powers, if only brought into action by the 
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energy of man—over these its sceptre is 
extended; but the ruling power is fee- 
ble and enervated, and the traces of de- 
cline and decay are everywhere visible. 
The illustration of the sick man has pass- 
ed.into a proverb; and although, at the 
crisis of the Crimean war, he rose with a 
spasmodic effort to defend himself, it was 
only to relapse into his former state of 
hopeless decay and apathetic indifference 
to approaching ruin. 

The Rayahs, the most industriously 
disposed of the population, are grievously 
oppressed by taxation ; harassed by the 
rapacity of the Pashas, and yet left un- 
protected by the government which so 
severely mulcts them; they are exposed 
to the depredations of Turcomans and 
Bedouins, and, becoming discouraged, 
cease to exert themselves. The process 
of depopulation is distinctly marked by 
the extensive cemeteries which the trav- 
eller passes on his route ; but death seems 
to have absorbed the living, for there are 
no villages near. Cities once renowned 
for their commerce and wealth are 
dwindling into poverty and ruins. Thus, 
of Bagdad, a recent traveller writes: 
“Once containing, it is said, a popula- 
tion of 500,000, and, within a recert pe- 
riod, a fifth of that number, it is thought 
that the inhabitants do not now exceed 
60,000, if even there are so many. The 
vast and empty spaces contained within 
the crescent of the walls, and strewed 
with ruined heaps of rubbish and filth, 
show the present decadence of the city 
from its past glory. 

‘“‘No remains whatever exist of the 
palace of the Khalifs. The houses that 
now stand bear, in their slovenly, neg- 
lected, and dilapidated appearance, signs 
of the comparatively languishing state of 
the town, and the mosques and other pub- 
lic edifices show but too plainly the in- 
difference or poverty of the true believ- 
ers. In short, it would seem as if long- 
continued oppression and misrule had 
nearly done their worst. The once- 
througed town, with its stately palaces, 
and close-built houses, formerly filled 
with a teeming population, now appears 
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in a fair way to become, what many once 
even greater cities in the same region 
are already—a waste and desolate wil- 
derness.””* 


One town is described by the same 
writer as presenting a remarkable con- 
trast to the signs of decay and stagnation 
which prevailed elsewhere—Kerbelah, 
the burial-place of Hosien. Not only do 
the living come here on pilgrimage, but 
the dead are brought here to be buried. 
“They arrive, at some periods of the 
year, in such numbers, that if all were 
permitted to enter together, disease 
might ensue, and, in addition, the streets 
would be too thronged for passage. A 
thousand sometimes arrive by a single 
caravan, which is also accompanied by a 
vast number of devotees, making a kind 
of minor hadj, or pilgrimage.” The 
tomb of Hosien—this is the centre of 
hope and expectation. The corpse which 
is laid on this is assured of being remem- 
bered by the saint at the last day, and, 
re-united to the soul, of being introduced 
into the joys of everlasting happiness. 
After it has touched the tomb, it may be 
carried out, and “buried anywhere in the 
cemeteries, or in pits dug for the pur- 
pose, except, indeed, the friends at whose 
expense these obsequies are performed 
are sufliciently affectionate and rich 
enough to pay the required fees, and so 
obtain the privilege of interring the body 
of their relative in the hallowed spot ; for 
those whose bodies are buried near the 
Imaum shall stand as close to him at the 
last day. 

Let us look across the boundary into 
Persia, the inhabitants of which are all 
Sheahs, or followers of Ali. Here the 
same blighting influences are at work, 
and in every direction may be traced the 
decay “of a people, in acuteness, natural 
talent and cleverness, second probably 
to none in the world; but whose lying, 
deceit, treachery and dishonesty have 
reduced them to be a by-word in the 
East, where their very name is consider- 
ed synonymous with all that is false and 


*John Usher's “Journey from London to 
Persepolis.” 
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dishonorable. Their country, which, if 
we can believe historians, was once a 
very garden of fertility, has now, through 
their idleness, incapacity, and want of 
industry, become, in most parts, a waste ; 
the few wretched and poverty-stricken 
villages scattered over it only serving to 
render more hideous the surrounding 
sterility... .. The ruins of what once 
were considerable villages near the dilap- 
idated caravanserais, show the rapid de- 
cline of the country; and the general 
absence of security, coupled with the de- 
graded character of the people, makes it 
a matter of surprise how any govern- 
ment whatever can be carried on ina 
society so debased. 

“The Persians generally are poor, ig- 
norant, and sunk in vice of every descrip- 
tion. The higher classes, shameless, de- 
graded, false and treacherous, at once 
ungrateful for the benefits they receive, 
and vindictive on account of even the 
smallest injuries, are utterly lost to any 
sense of disgrace. The governor of a 
province, or other powerful officer is, al- 
lowed to rob, plunder and oppress the 
people under him for a long period, un- 
til it is presumed he has acquired consid- 
erable riches, when he is seized, his 
wealth confiscated, and the money, 
wrung from the poor by every sort of 
despotic act, thus at last finds its way into 
the pockets of the father of his people.’ 

The condition of the great cities veri- 
fies these statements. Ispahan, the old 
vapital, once containing 800,000 inhabi- 
tants, has now a population of not more 
than 80,000, “and this number is so rap- 
idly diminishing, that in a short time the 
once proud city, which gave laws, only a 
couple of centuries ago, to so large a por- 
tion of the East, may have dwindled down 
intoa village, surrounded by heaps of rub- 
bish and shattered fragments of brick- 
work.” 

The Julfa, or Armenian quarter, par- 
ticipates in the general decay. ‘Its pop- 


ulation hardly reaches as many as three 
thousand, while, even within the last 
quarter of a century, it reckoned more 
than three times that number of inhabi- 
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tants. The once busy trade carried on 
by the industrious colony no longer ex- 
ists. Constant and unvarying oppres- 
sion has broken the spirits of the Arme- 
nians, so enterprising and eager for gain 
in other lands; and in a few more years, 
unless some unforeseen circumstances 
should occur to arrest the progress of 
decay, the once prosperous and thriving 
suburb of the ancient capital of Persia 
will become a ruin, and its gardens so 
many jungles.” 

How dreary the aspect of those regions 
where the religion of the crescent is in 
the ascendency ? What extensive wastes 
do they not present ? When shall there 
be a way into this Moslem wilderness, by 
which the evangelist may enter, and riv- 
ers break forth in this desert, so that it 
shall rejoice and blossom as the rose ? 
There is one who can bring this to pass— 
“Behold, I will do a new thing; now it 
shall spring forth; shall ye not know it ? 
I will even make a way in the wilder- 
ness, and rivers in the desert.” May 
that promised interposition be hastened ; 
for, at present, in these vast tracts there 
are but few spots on which the eye can 
rest. The movements among the Arme- 
nians and Nestorians, these are full of 
promise ; but throughout the Mohamme- 
dan millions of Arabia, Turkey and Per- 
sia, where shall we find as yet one oasis ? 

— Church Missionary Intelligencer. 


AWAKENING IN NORTHERN CHINA. 
Our mission (tae Methodist New Con- 
nexion, England), (says our correspon- 
dent), was established in Tientsin, in the 
year 1861, by the Revs. J. Innocent and 
W.N. Hall, both of whom are still in 
the field. The Lord has signally owned 
our labors in this large city, where we 
have three chapels for preaching to the 
natives, and a small boarding school for 
the Christian education of Chinese 
youths. During the time we have been 
in this city we have baptized thirty-three 
converts, of whom thirty are now with 
us in church fellowship ; and several per- 
sons are earnestly inquiring after the 
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truth. We kave five native preachers 
now in constant employment, and sever- 
al students preparing for the work. 

The place where this gracious awaken- 

_ ing has taken place is four days’ journey 
from Tientsin, in a small village in the 
midst of a fine agricultural district. It 
had never been visited by a Protestant 
missionary before my colleague and myself 
visited the place to see the work of the 
Lord. 

The old man, mentioned as having vis- 
ited Tientsin to inquire after religious 
truth, came first, about the 3d of April, 
1866 ; and from his return to his own vil- 
lage soon after may be dated the com- 
mencement of this gracious movement. 
The result at present, as stated, is forty 
five baptized converts to Christianity, be- 
sides a great number of earnest inquirers 
and a wide diffusion of Christian influ- 
ence throughout the district. 

I quote from the letters received : 

You may remember my referring to an 
interesting case of religious awakening 
in the province of Shantung, brought 


about, under the Divine blessing, by the 
influence of an oli man who had visited 
_ Tientsin, and heard the gospel in one of 

our chapels. This old man had been very 
much exercised in mind for some time 
previously about saving truth, particu- 
larly under a long affliction of which he 


had been the subject. The Roman 
Catholics had an occasional service in 
his neighborhood ; and, being dissatisfied 
with the religious systems of his own 
country, he became an inquirer among 
them. Their teachings and the conduct 
of the followers of that faith, however, 
did not meet his decided approval; and 
he thought that by coming to Tientsin, as 
the headquarters, he should certainly find 
better teachers and more consistent pro- 
fessors. At that time he was ignorant of 
the existence of Protestant missions. He 
came to Tientsin, and inquired at the 
inn where he stayed for the Roman 
Catholic church, and was ignorantly di- 
rected to our city chapel. There he lis- 
tened with rapt attention for the first 
time to the glorious message of salvation, 
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and became so deeply interested that he 
exclaimed, at the conclusion of the ser- 
vice, “This is the doctrine I am seeking !” 
He conversed with our native preacher 
for some time, and then promised to come 
the following day. He remained about 
a fortnight, attending every day with in- 
creasing interest. His case became known 
to us, and he wished to be baptized, but 
we did not feel at liberty to accede to his 
request. We urged him toreturn home 
and continue to ponder the truths he had 
heard, and daily to pray that the Lord 
would increase his light and save his 
soul. We gave him some copies of the 
Scriptures and some tracts, that he might 
not only read them himself, but distribute 
them among his neighbors. He left us, 
saying, “Chat he would exhort his neigh- 
bors to believe in Jesus; and that he 
should come to Tientsin again.” To our 
surprise and pleasure he returned the 
following month, with an evidently in- 
creased interest in the holy truths of 
Christianity, and to inform us that some 
seven men in his village, with himself, 
had been reading the books he took, had 
destroyed all their household gods, and 
were meeting almost every day to study 
the Scriptures. They had deputed, him 
to come and request us to send them a 
competent teacher, and they would pro- 
vide him a house and food, and receive 
him with respect and joy. 

After remaining with us again some 
days, we sent with him an earnest Chris- 
tian colporteur, a native member of our 
little church, that he might sell the books 
on the way and at the place, and ascer- 
tain the real state of the case. On the 
return of the colporteur, we found the 
old man’s report not at all exaggerated, 
and that many more than he bad stated 
had become deeply interested. Our agent 
plied his bookselling during the day in 
that and surrounding villag:s, and every 
evening met the little band in the room 
they had provided, for prayer and exposi- 
tion of Scriptural truth. The demand 
for a resident teacher was presented with 
even greater urgency by him on their be- 
half. I was then at Shanghai; but my 
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colleague, Mr. Hall, thought it best to 
send some Christian agency to the place, 
until we could meet and decide upon 
what steps to take. Two other colpor- 
teurs were sent in the same way as the 
first. They labored most zealously in 
that place and for miles round, so that 
the evening meeting increased won- 
derfully. People came from great dis- 
tances to hear the word of God, and the 
last night they spent at the place, they 
had nearly three hundred souls present 
to hear the message of the Cross. We 
felt with them that such a state of things 
indicated the presence of God among the 
people, and that a loud call was made 
upon us to take active measures for send- 
ing a preacher. We were led to send 
our most experienced assistant, whom 
you will remember, Hu Hsien Seng, and 
his devoted Christian wife, that she might 
labor among the women. They left here 
in the first week in August. They were 
greeted on their arrival with a most en- 
thusiastic reception; a house was pro- 
vided for them, and everything done for 
their comfort. Every day they had 
crowds of visitors to inquire about the 
doctrine. They formed separate meet- 
ings for the men and the women. Being 
harvest time, the people were all busy in 
their fields ; but they met every morning 
for prayer, and every evening for a 
preaching service. During the interval, 
visitors from all parts were coming in 
constantly to see Hu and his wife, with 
whom they conversed and prayed. On 
the Sabbath days they had people from 
places distant three li, ten li, twenty li, 
even to seventy li, who regularly came 
on the Saturday night, and spent the 
Sunday at the chapel. Upwards of a 
hundred persons entered their names as 
candidates for baptism. The idols were 
utterly abolished, and they began to pray 
to the “one living and true God.” 

In September Mr. Hall and I went to 
see the place, which is 430 li distant from 
Tientsin, being under the Tisien city of 
Laou-ling, or Leu-ling. It is impossible to 
describe the joy with which the people 
received us, or the joy we felt at seeing 
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such a manifestation of the grace and 
power of God as was there displayed. 
Our presence could hardly be said to 
have attracted greater numbers than at- 
tended the services before ; nor yet could 
we say that the people listened with 
greater attention to our preaching than 
to that of the native preacher ; they evi- 
dently were more interested in the gospel 
than in us, receiving it as the word of 
God and not as the word of man. Srill, 
we could not have had greater reverence 
or more courteous and kindly treatment 
from any people. They regarded us as 
the servants of the Most High God, and 
showed the most unequivocal marks of 
gratitude for our having visited them for 
the purpose of teaching them the way of 
salvation. 

Our time was chiefly spent in examin- 
ing the candidates for baptism, private 
visitation of families, and acquainting 
ourselves with the region over which the 
truth had so rapidly and gloriously spread. 
The most sanguine expectations we had 
entertained were far exceeded. In many 
cases we found whole families living in 
the fear of God, and waiting to be re- 
ceived into the church; in other fami- 
lies, the father and mother; in others, 
the children. Then, there were applica- 
tions from many of the neighboring and 
distant villages, where one or more of 
the believers resided, for us to open 
preaching stations, with every prospect 
of blessed results. In one village, ten 
miles distant from the chapel, a rich, in- 
telligent farmer had opened his own 
house twice a day for prayer and the 
reading of the Scriptures ; and nine per- 
sons met with him every day, and onthe 
Sabbath came with him to the chapel to 
hear the native preacher. ‘This man has 
given us a commodious house, rent-free, 
for a chapel and a preacher's residence, 
which we have taken, and sent a preach- 
er to live among them. This man is one 
of the brightest examples of Christian 
faith, humility and devotedness I have 
met within China. His heart is full of 
zeal for Christ ; he longs after the conver- 
sion of his family and neighbors, and, 
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though the head man of the village, is 
more humble and unpretending than 
any. When Mrs. Hu passed through his 
village on her way to Tientsin, his anxi- 
ety and importunity to detain her, that 
she might instruct his wife and daughter- 
in-law, were most impressive and affect- 
ing; and only the pledge that she would 
return in a few weeks induced him to al- 
low her to proceed on her journey with 
her husband. I might mention many 
similarly interesting cases. 

But, as I was saying, our work was 
chiefly to decide on who were fit for bap- 
tism ; and the result of a most careful in- 
vestigation was, to choose forty-five men 
and women as the first fruits of this most 
glorious movement. Of this number, 
twenty-eight were men and seventeen 
women, all most sincere and earnest be- 
lievers in the Lord Jesus Christ, whom 
we baptized on Sunday, the 23d of Sep- 
tember. And still the movement goes 
on; and, as I return next week, I ex- 
pect to find numbers more, ready and 
willing to enter the fold of Christ. 

One thing is certain, that is, the circu- 
lation of the Holy Scriptures and reli- 
gious books by the colporteurs of the 
Bible and Tract Societies, has done much 
to pave the way for extending this work, 
though it originated in the poor old man 
who had never seen a Christian book un- 
til he came to Tientsin. Iam sure such 
a fact will, among many others, tend to 
encourage the friends of the Bible Soci- 
ety in England. Indeed, all who are in- 
terested in the spread of the Saviour’s 
kingdom will rejoice to hear of this bright 
event in the religious history of poor Chi- 
na. We have to ask for your earnest 
prayers for these people, and for us, that 
the Lord may give us the heavenly wis- 
dom and grace needful to direct so im- 
portant a movement. To compass it, and 
take hold of every advantageous position 
as it offers, will require means as well as 
prayer ; but only let us have the prayers 
of God’s people, and I have no doubt the 
means will be forthcoming. This work 
shows that God can carry on his work 
without much of human agency, and, 
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therefore, we will trust Him.—Christian 
Work. 


SIXTY YEARS’ PROGRESS IN CHINA. 


It is over three hundred years since 
Europe, under the lead of the Portu- 
guese, began to trade with China. The 
Dutch, then the English, followed in 
their steps over a hundred years later. 
It is humiliating to read how desire for 
trade and love of gain led these nations 
to submit to the insolence of Chinese ofli- 
cials, and to suffer even injustice, in or- 
der that their commercial relations with 
the country should not be interrupted. 
Some foreigners have even descended to 
mean acts of submission, without, how- 
ever, deriving any commercial advanta- 
ges to compensate their loss of respect. 
It was not until the western nations had 
inspired the Chinese with a salutary 
dread of their power, that they succeed- 
ed in obtaining those treaty stipulations 
which rendered life secure, and terminat- 
ed those capricious and arbitrary regula- 
tions which had been so oppressive to 
commerce. 

During this period of weakness and 
temporizing policy, trade was most sen- 
sitive to anything that might endanger 
its interests. For over one hundred years’ 
England was content to confine herself to 
merchandise, and made no effort to make 
known the gospel to this vast nation. 
The whole commercial interest was hos- 
tile to its introduction, fearing lest the 
relations then existing with China might 
be disturbed, and thus loss be incurred. 
When Robert Morrison went out, the 
pioneer of missions in that country, not 
being engaged in commercial pursuits, he 
dared not be known as an Englishman, 
and he therefore remained as an Ameri- 
can. He, himself, wrote home, shortly 
after his arrival, that his remaining there 
would be beset with difficulties on ac- 
count of the Chinese, the Portuguese 
clergy and the strict orders of the East 
India Company. So fearful was he of 
being ordered to leave the country, that, 
for a time, in order to avoid the observa_ 
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tion of the people at Macao, he lived a 
prisoner in his own house, never walking 
out, and only allowing himself such exer- 
cise as his courtyard afforded. This close 
confinement and hard study so reduced 
his strength, that at length he could 
hardly walk across the room with ease to 
himself. ‘The first time he ventured out 
to the fields adjoining Macao, was on a 
moonlight night, under the escort of two 
Chinese. How wearing and distressing 
must have been those first years of his 
residence ; to feel that the delicate cir- 
cumstances in which he was placed re- 
quired incessant and the most rigorous 
caution; to know that a single impru- 
dence, a single misstep, might be fatal to 
his cause! And then, added to all this, 
was the fear that notwithstanding all 
his watchfulness and care, the govern- 
ment might, at any moment, issue the 
order for his instant departure. 

These were not the groundless fears of 
a nervous recluse, as is seen from the 
case of M. Richiniz, a French missiona- 
ry. He had been ordered about this 
time by the government of Canton to 
leave the country, and a clearance had 
been withheld from a vessel until it con- 
sented to take him. On his return to 
Macao, he was seized by the Chinese 
officers and conveyed to Canton in 
chains. Finding it impossible to preach 
to the Chinese, and feeling that a much 
longer residence there as a missionary 
would not be possible, Mr. Morrison 
therefore accepted the office of translat- 
or to the East India Company, so that, 
in this capacity, he might carry out his 
design of translating the Scriptures. In 
his new position he still continued his 
Sabbath services. These were conduct- 
ed with great privacy. In aninner apart- 
ment, with the doors securely locked, 
would he address, not without fear and 
trembling, his little audience of two or 
three persons. 

Nor was his position more favorable 
upon the arrival of his colleague, six 
years subsequent to his own. Hardly 
had Mr. Milne landed (he had only been 
five days ashore,) when the peremptory 
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order came that he must leave in eight 
days. All entreaties to rescind the or- 
der were unavailing ; the only favor the 
governor of the place would grant was 
an extension of the time from eight days 
to eighteen. And so, thrust out of this 
place, he was obliged to go by stealth to 
Whampoa, and there secretly take pas- 
sage for Canton. Most trying and dis- 
couraging must this have been to the 
youthful missionary, after a long and 
tedious voyage, to be driven out of one 
spot and to be obliged to steal into an- 
other, fearful lest some suspicious and 
jealous eye, observing the movement, 
might lodge the information which 
would result in his arrest and imprison- 
ment or deportation. Escaping this dan- 
ger, he remained there unmolested for 
some months. As, however, it was felt 
impossible much longer to elude the no- 
tice of the provincial government, it was 
deemed advisable to select another point 
as the seat of the Chinese mission. 

Malacca was the place chosen, for which 
Mr. Milne set sail in April, 1814. Thus 
did China seem to be more securely shut 
than ever against the preaching of the 
Cross. Yet darker days were to come 
upon the cause of missions. In 1815, 
the Court of Directors of the East India 
Company, alarmed by the intelligence of 
the publication by Mr. Morrison of the 
New Testament and religious tracts, and 
also understanding that the circulation 
of these translations was effected in de- 
fiance of an edict of the emperor, ren- 
dering the publisher of such works liable 
to capital punishment, and in conse- 
quence apprehensive of serious mischief 
to their trade, directed that the connec- 
tion of Mr. Morrison with the Company 
should be severed. This order was not, 
however, fully carried out. As his ser- 
vices could not be dispensed with, he 
still continued to sustain a semi-official 
position to the Company. 

Attempts to make known the truth only 
excited the government to enact severer 
laws and redoubled the vigilance of the 
officials to detect their transgression. In 
1826, there was an edict directed against 
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the Roman Catholics, declaring that the 
propagator of new doctrines should be 
put to death, and that the converts 
should recant under penalty of transpor- 
tation and servitude. 

In 1835-36, when attempts were made 
to introduce Christian books into the 
country by making voyages along the 
coast, another edict was issued, com- 
manding the governor of Canton thor- 
oughly to investigate the matter and dis- 
cover the offenders. 

Still, Christians were not discouraged. 
Other Societies engagedin the work. In 
1830, the American Board sent Mr. 
Bridgeman to commence the first mission 
on the territory of China at Canton. Yet 
so determined was the opposition of the 
government, so persistent their efforts to 
trammel or thwart all their plans of ag- 
gressive action, that it was not until 1844 
that the mission was fairly established. 
Nominally some alteration was obtained 
by the edict of 1845 ; but its influence was 
feeble and all the previous prohibitory 
laws on the subject remained apparently 
in full foree. 

In the year 1861, we witness an entire 
revolution in their state policy. This 
was not the consequence of a sincere 
adoption of liberal and enlightened prin- 
ciples, but merely a surrender to the prin- 
ciples of powerful nations of the West, 
and a hesitation to irritate them by are- 
fusal of what they considered reasonable 
demands. The year 1861 will be a noted 
era in the history of Chinese missions. 

In the treaties with the respective pow- 
ers of England, France, America and 
Russia, we have the remarkable admis- 
sion from a heathen, bigoted and most 
exclusive people, that the principles and 
practices of Christianity tend to benefit 
mankind, and that therefore the fullest 
toleration shall be granted by the gov- 
ernment to all their subjects to embrace 
Christianity. Further, permission is also 
given to preach and travel in the interior, 
provided the missionary be furnished with 
a passport. Article 13th of the French 
treaty is so striking, that I transcribe it 
entire: 
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“The Christian religion, having for its 
essential object to lead men to virtue, the 
members of all Christian bodies (com- 
munions) shall enjoy full security for 
their persons, their property and the free 
exercise of their religious worship; and 
entire protection shall be given to mis- 
sionaries who peacefully enter the coun- 
try, furnished with passports such as are 
described in article eight. No obstacles 
shall be interposed by the Chinese au- 
thorities to the recognized right of any 
person in China to embrace Christianity, 
if he pleases, and to obey its requirements 
without being subject on that account to 
any penalty. Whatever has been here- 
tofore written, proclaimed or published 
in China, by order of government against 
the Christian faith, is wholly abrogated 
and nullified in all the provinces of the 
Empire.” 

Let us rejoice and give thanks in view 
of the glorious progress of sixty years. 
Morrison labored twenty-seven years, 
and yet to his grief and disappointment 
was never permitted to preach publicly 
to the Chinese. Where once he was 
obliged to speak low in an inner apart- 
ment toafew persons gathered together, 
trembling for fear of detection, one of our 
Presbyterian missionaries is now allowed 
to make a journey of 400 miles in the in- 
terior, publicly proclaiming the gospel to 
assembled crowds of people, and freely 
distributing Christian books without the 
least opposition from the authorities. 
Where it took twenty-three years to gain 
afoothold,and a struggle of fourteen years 
longer to secure that already gained, we 
now occupy eleven provinces, varying in 
population from eighteen to thirty mil- 
lions, and have in them no less than 130 
stations and outstations, supplied by 
twelve ordained native preachers and 
200 other native helpers. 

Where once the whole power of the 
government was directed against the in- 
trusion of the unwelcome missionaries, 
we may, as has already been done, claim 
the interposition of the government to se- 
cure us in the possession of treaty rights. 
With full liberty to preach and reside in 
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the country, with the removal of all pen- 
alty from the profession of a Christian 
faith, how should we be encouraged to 
look forward and expect still more mag- 
nificent results. Could Morrison on his 
death-bed have looked forward twenty- 
seven years to the treaties of 1861, would 
he not have said, “I die content. These 
twenty-seven years of labor and anxiety 
will yet bring forth a glorious harvest. 
Barred, bolted and locked China shall 
yet be thrown open to missionary effort.” 
Let us, too, look forward with prophetic 
sight and behold the time when the mil- 
lions of Chinese shall not only hear, but 
also believe, the gospel; and when hea- 
then China shall take her place among 


Donations. 


Christian nations of the earth. Has not 
the time for which the church has long 
been praying and laboring at length ar- 
rived? Have we not often prayed that 
every obstacle tothe spread of the gospel 
in this land might be removed? God has 
answered these prayers in a most surpris- 
ing, most unexpected manner, not by 
leading us on step by step, province by 
province, but at once by the stroke of a 
pen, four times repeated, throwing open 
the whole country to missionary effort. 
Surely such an answer to our prayers 
should only excite us to still greater ac- 
tivity in the work and make us confident 
of still greater results in the future. 
—For. Miss. 


AMERICAN BAPTIST MISSIONARY UNION. 


ANNUAL MEETINGS. 


The fifty-third annual meeting of the American Baptist Missionary Union will be 


held in Chicago, Ill., on Tuesday, Miy 28, 1867, at 10 o'clock, A. M. 


The annual 


sermon will be preached by Rev. D. Read, LL.D., of Lilinois, or by Rev. Thomas 


Armitage, D.D., of New York, his alternate. 


Lawrence, Mass., March 16th, 1867. 


G. W. Bosworrtn, Rec. See. 


In accordance with a provision of the Constitution, the fifty-third annual meeting 
of the Board of Managers of the A. B. M. Union will be held in Chicago, IIl., im- 
mediately after the final adjournment of the meeting of the Union, which con- 


venes on Tuesday, May 28. 
Burlington, Iowa, March 16th, 1867. 


G. J. Jounson, Rec. Sec. 


DONATIONS. 


Recetvep Fesrvuary, 1867. 


Maine. 


York Asso., Geo. W. Roberts tr., 50.95 
Yarmouth, ch., H. A. Hart 23- 
50; Warren, Ladies’ For. 
Miss. Soc., Mrs. E. A. Rich- 
ardson tr., 12; Fayette, C. T. 
Weston 12; Bluehill, Ist ch. 
4; Charleston, fr. t.e estate of 
Rev. Chartes Miller, per Benj. 
Frost, trustee, 3; Bangor, 1st 


ch. 100; 2d ch. 50 r C.J. 
White," 


New Hampshire. 


East Washing’on, Mrs. E. 
Smith, for Scripture d stri- 
bution am ng the Shans, care 
Rev. M. H. Bixby, 5; Camp- 
ton, ch. 9; Concord, Pleasant 
st. ch. 24; 

Salisoury Agso., Isaac Elwell tr., 
Sutton, ch., 50 cis.; Lake Vil- 
lage, ch. 7; Bow, ch. 6; 
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204.50 
—— 255.45 
13.50 
— 51.50 
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Vermont. 


Enosburg, ch. 4; Burlington, Ist 
ch. 47.58; West Haven, ch. 
12; St. Alban’, ch., S. S. Rob- 
inson tr., 38; Ludlow, ch. and 
soc. 40; 

Coll. per Rev. C. Hibbard, 

Middietown, ch. 3.11; East Wal- 
lingford, ch. 5.29; Rev. E. P. 
Merrifield and wife 9; H. H. 
White 1; John Jackson 1; 
Mrs. Huntington 75 cts.; Put- 
ney, Mrs Knight 1; Mount 
Holly, ch. 18.30; 


Massachusetts. 


Boston South Asso., North Wey- 
mouth, ch. 10; Brookline, ch., 
T. Seaverns tr., 16.96; Wey- 
mouth, ch. 11.50; Roxbury, C. 
E. Woodman, for Bibles for 
the heathen, 150; South Bos- 
ton, 4th st. ch. 74.08; Dorches- 
ter, a friend, for sup. of B. W. 
Barrows, in Rev. L. Jewett’s 
sch. at Nellore, 50; Mrs. Su- 
sanna Tucker 25; Sharon, ch. 

. 80; Middletield, ch., R. A. 
Battell tr., 8.75; Boston, Har- 
vard st. ch., J. Putnam tr., of 
wh. 54.42 is fr. mon. con., 245- 
-55; Newton, Theo. Institution, 
Soc. of Miss. Inquiry 19.50; 
Newton Corner, ch. 22.50; 

Boston North Asso., Cambridge, 
Lyman Tiffany 100; Chelsea, 
Cary ave. ch., mon. con., E. 
C. Fitz tr., 117.51; Boston, 
Bowdoin sq. ch., C. H. Moul- 
ton tr., 146.61; No. Cam- 
bridge, ch., H. R. Glover, for 
sup. of nat. pr., care Mrs. In- 

alls, 125; 

Salem Asso., Haverhill, Port- 
land st. ch., Samuel Brainard 
tr., 184.60; Gloucester, Ist ch. 
41.50; Lowell Worthen st. ch., 
Geo. D. Hills tr., 36.99; Bever- 
ly, Ist ch. 177 (previously re- 
ceived 177.75); Salisbury and 
Ame:bury, ch. 50; 

Lowell Asso., Chelmsford, N. B. 
Edwards 5; a iriend 50 cts.; 
Lawrence, Ist ch., Sab. sch., 
A.C. Whittier tr., to be ex- 

nded under care of Mrs. Bix- 
y, 65.04; 

Wachusett Asso., Clinton, ch. 
50; Barre, ch. 2; 

Taunton Asso., Taunton, Philip 
E. Hil 25; Mrs. Hill 5; 

Barnstab'e Axsso., Edgartown, ch. 

Millers’ River Asso., Amberst, 
ch., L. B. Fish tr., 


Worcester Asso., Leicester, 
Greenville, ch. 
Rhode Island. 


Providenc*, Mrs. H. 8S. Wayland, 
for the Shan Mission, care Rev. 
M. H. Bixby, 50; Friendship 
st. ch., tow. sup of two girlsin 
Mrs. Bixby’s sch. among the 
Shans, 15; Newport, Central 


Donations. 


141.58 


39.36 
— 180.94 


663.84 


489.12 


490.09 


70.54 
52.00 


80.00 
10.00 


25.00 


8.00 
—— 1838.59 


ch., R. H. Stanton tr., 200; 
Central Falls, ch., A. D. Nick- 
erson tr., 30.50; 


Connecticut. 


Brookfield, Wm. Biddle 1; An- 
dover, ch. 12; 


New York. 


Mechanicsville, M. M. Ingham 
; D. A. L. Ingham 1; Nor- 
way, Rev. J. W. Starkweather 
4; Napanoch, ch., H. Stevens, 
for the Ningpo Miss., care Rev. 
M. J. Knowlton, 10; Lafarge- 
ville, ch. 5; Skaneateles, Almi- 
ra Town 5; Oneida, John Smit- 
zer 10; Spencerport, Sargent 
Bagley 10; Harpersville, D. 
F. Leach, 4; Clifton Park, ch. 
and soc. 56.50; Saratoga 
Springs, ch., of wh. 100 is for 
sup. of Moung Oo, care of Rev. 
M.H. Bixby, Miss A. E. Way- 
land, tr. of M. Soc. B.C. S. S., 
138.75; Rochester,2d ch., Sab. 
sch., to const. Hon. George W. 
Rawson H. L. M., 100; Sar- 
dinia, ch., Rev. J. Huntington 
12; Springfield, a friend 5; 
Ontario Asso., N. H. Cole tr., 
Benton, ch. 25; Bethel, ch. 10- 
-30; Gorham, ch. 1.25; Bristol, 


ch. 5; 
Coll. per Rev. O. Dodge, Dist. 


eC., 

Rensselaerville Asso.,Charleston, 
ch. 10; Berne and Knox, ch. 4; 
Preston Hollow, ch. 28; Green- 
ville, ch., of wh. 6.75 is fr. Fem. 
Miss. Svc., 10.75; New Balti- 
more, ch. 14.25; Sloansville, 
ch. 11.16; South Durham, ch. 
24.75; Rensselaerville, ch. 9- 
.57; Duanesburg, ch. 10; Wes- 
terloo, ch., of wh. 16.21 is fr. 
F. M. Soc., 22.21; coll. at 
semi-annual Asso. 16.31; 

Hudson River South Asso., New 
York, Calvary ch., Sab. sch., 
tow. sup. ofa nat. pr., care Miss 
Fielde, at Bangkok, Chinese 
Miss., 69; Mariner’s Harbor, 
ch., of wh. 18 is fr. Sab. sch., 
55.08; Williamsburgh, Ist ch., 
in pt., 100; New York, 16th 
ch. 240; H. L. Stale 5; Pil- 
grim ch. 110; Bloomingdale, 
ch., in pt., 45; 


[ April, 


864.25 


41.55 


161.00 


24.08 
New York Asso., New York, 5th 


ave. ch., in p 
Seneca Asso., 

ch., bal. 
Buffalo Asso., Buffalo, J.C. Har- 


vey 
Union Asso., Red Mills, ch., bal. 1 


Hudson River Central Asso., 
Poughkeepsie, anonymous 25; 
Ist ch., bal. 7; Cornwall, ch., 
bal. 13; Sing Sing, F. M. Soc., 
for sup. of nat. pr., 70; 

Hudson River North Asso., Sand 
Lake, ch. 

Franklin Asso., Milford Centre, 
ch. 24.75; treas. of Asso. 6.83; 

Cortland Asso., Solon, ch. 16; 


t. 21 
Bennettsburgh, 


60.00 
9.50 


115.00 


25.00 
31.58 


295.50 


13.00 


1867. 


Cincinnatus, ch.7.15; 
Kinderhcok, T. M. Burt 


New Jersey. 


Buidgeton, Ist ch., of wh. 100 is 
fr. Miss Hannah Mulford, to 
const. H. J. Mulford H. L. 
M., and 100 fr. H. J. and I. 
W. Mulford, to const. Miss 
Hannah Mulford H. L. M 
311; Millburn, Sab. sch. 5; 

Coll. per Rev. O. Dodge, Dist. 


ec., 
East New Jersey Asso., Jersey 
City, Union ch. 172; No. Or- 
ange, ch., in pt., 600; Newark, 
5th ch., bal. 11; West Hobo- 
ken, ch. 46.20; 


23.15 
10.00 
—1699.45 


316.00 


0; 829 
Coll. per Rev. J. V. Ambler, 


Dist. Sec., 

Upper Freehold, ch. 22.25; Cher- 
ch. 34. Haddonfield, 
ch., of wh. 28.78 is fr Sab. sch., 
98.08 ; 


Pennsylvania. 


Alleghany City, Sandusky st. 
ch., to const. Charles W. Coop- 
er H. L. M., 400; Corry, Sab. 
sch., tow. sup. of a nat. stu- 
dent at Kanjroon Theo. Sem., 
25; Philadelphia, Mrs. C. A. 
L. 8C; Upland, J. Lewis Cro- 
zer 500; Samuel A. Crozer 
500; Pittston, ch., Sab. sch., 
for Scripture and Tract distri- 
bution, care of Mrs. Ward, 
Sibsagor, Assam 20); 

Coll. per Rev. J. V. Ambler, 
Dist. Sec., 

Germantown, Ist ch. 35.25; Can- 
ton, Rev. Loomis 50; Jack- 
son, Eli Barns 5; Branchtown, 
Union ch., of wti. 15 is fr. Sab. 
sch., 3.50; Reading, ch., of 
wh. 10 is fr. Sab. sch., 70.38; 


33 
- 1259.53 


1175.00 


Sabbath Rest, Martin Bell 30; 230.13 


Philadelphia, Broad st. ch. 368- 
-75; Cumberland st. ch. 26.70; 
1lth ch. 42.56; Miss C. Shel- 
don, for Mrs. Bennett's orphan 
sch. in Rangoon, including ex- 
change, 37.75; a friend of mis- 
sions 2; Spring Garden, Sab. 
sch., for sup. of Moung Myatt 
Goung, at Prome, 100; 10th 
ch., in pt., 186; North ch., in 
pt., 67.13; Roxborough, Sab. 
sch. 93.65; 


Ohio. 


Sandusky, Mary Barber 

Miami Asso. J. Titus tr., 

Coll. per Rev. G. H. Brigham, 
Dist. Sec., 

Clinton Asso., Washington, ch. 
1; Asenath Yeaman 4; B . 
Oxle 2; 

Wills Creek Asso., Centre ch. 

Zanesville Asso., Berean, ch. 55 
ct {ene Ist ch., in pt., 

Scioto Asso., Licking, ch., Young 

People’s Miss. Soc. 


Donations. 


Wooster Asso., Woos‘er, ch., ad- 
ditional, 
— Asso., Rev. H. H. Baw- 


en 
Mohecan Asso., Mansfield, Cen- 
tral ch., in pt., 
Seneca Asso., Tiffin, ch. 20; Mrs. 
Phebe Hull 2; Clyde, ch. 7.11; 
Columbus Asso., Delaware, ch. 
30; Columbus, 1st ch. 55; 
Maumee Asso., Toledo, 1st ch., 
of wh. 1° is fr. Sab. sch., 
Miami Uni n Asso., Urbana 
Miami Asso., Hamilton, 1st ch. 
Dayton, G. H. B. 


Indiana. 


Evansville, Rev. A. L. Robinson 
10; Manchester, tow. sup. of a 
nat. pr., care of Rev. M. H. 
Bixby, 30; 

Coll. per Rev. G. H. Brigham, 
Dist. Sec., 

Freedom Asso., Ladoga, ch. 

Union Asso., Wabash, ch. 

Currie’s Prairie Asso., Terre 
Haute, 1st ch. 62.15; Mount 
Zion, ch. 16.71; Union, ch. 4- 
-18; Prairie Creek, 2d ch. 8.75; 

Tippecanoe Asso., Crawfords- 
ville, ch. 

White Lick Asso., Green Castle, 


ch. 

Indianapolis Asso., Cumberland, 
ch. 11.32; Greenwood, ch., R. 
H. McAlpine 5; F. M. Tague 
6; W. F. Polk 1; Franklin, ch. 
17.28; Charles Cleveland; for 
Mikir boy, “Resai,” 1; Willie 
Tarlton 10 cts.; 


Illinois. 


Beaver Creek, a missionary box 
13.25; Peoria, a friend 50; 

Coll. per Rev. S. M. Osgood, 
Dist. Sec., 

Bloomfield Asso., Georgetown, 
C. A. Hawes 

Carro'ton Asso., Winchester, ch. 

Chicago Asso., Elgin, ch. 

Edwardsville, Coal Branch, Sab. 
sch., tow. sup. of a nat. pr. in 
Assam, 4.30; Brighton, Mrs. 
A. A. Hilliard 2.50; Upper Al- 
ton, ch. 7.50; Shurt'eff Col- 
lege, Miss. Soc., for Rangoon 
Theo. Sem., 15.80; 

Fox River Asso., Chicago, Wa- 
bash ave. ch. 105; Napierville, 
ch. 5; Blue Island, ch., W. B. 
Brayton 5; 

Galesburg Asso., Avon, ch. 2- 
-75; Galesburg, 1st ch., of wh. 
20 is fr. Sab. sch., to pay ex- 
change on 50 for nat. pr. in 
Aug. and 5 fr. Mr. Benner, 
tow. ~. of a nat. pr., care 
Rev. E. P. Scott, in Assam, 27; 

Illinois River Asso., Peoria, 1st 


ch. 
Louisvil’e Asso. , Jackson Town- 


ship 
McLean Asso., Clinton, Mrs. C. 
17.65; Atlanta, ch. 


3.00 

1.75 
12.20 
29.11 
85.00 
70.00 
26.00 


96.00 
5.00 


— 402.66 


40.00 


11.45 
12.00 
91.79 


11.05 
15.45 


115.00 


29.75 
16.00 


37.90 


127 
.20 
| 
41.70 
— 223.44 
63.25 
5.47 
62.00 
42.75 
30.10 
024.54 
2.00 
30.25 
2.00 
18.75 
5.00 | 
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Nine Mile Asso., Tamaroa, ch. 

Rock Island Asso., Moline, ch. 
20; Oxford, Uri Davids and 
son 5; Orla and Oscar Davids 
25 cts., and 13 cts. ea. fr. their 
little sisters, Katie and Susie, 
deceased, 5.76; 

Rock River Asso., Adeline J. G. 
Burden 1; Marengo, ch., Sab. 
sch. 23.15; 

Springfield Asso., Diamond 
Grove, ch. 7; Decatur, ch., of 
wh. 30 is fr. Sab. sch., to _ 
a nat. pr., care Rev. A. T. 
Rose, Rangoon, Burmah, 106- 
17; Springtield, Ist ch., in pt., 
58.30; North ch. 35.30; 

Chicago, Danish ch. 

Oitawa Asso., Tiskilwa, ch. 


Iowa. 


Coll. per Rev. 8S. M. Osgood, 
Dist. Sec., 

Burlington Asso., Burlington, 2d 
ch., Rev. J. and Mrs. Warren 

Cedar Valley Asso., Waverly, 
ch. 

Davenport Asso., Le Claire, ch. 
2; Zion, ch. 20; 

Dubuque Asso., Dubuque, 2d ch. 

Oskaloosa Asso., Oskaloosa, ch. 
of wh. 1 is fr. R. N. Hays, 


Michigan. 
Grand Rapids, Ist ch., J. B. 
Gouldsburg tr., 
Coll. per Rev. 5. 
Dist. Sec., 
Grand River Asso., Alpine and 
Walker, Misses Urline M. and 
Celia KE. Watkins, 11 and 9 yrs. 
old, and their mother, 50 cts. 


M. Osgood, 


ea., 

Hillsdale Asso., Coldwater, ch. 

Kalamazoo Asso., Otsego, ch., 
‘lrowbridge Branch, Sab. sch. 

Michigan Asso., Detroit, Latay- 
ette st. ch. 

Washtenaw Asso., York, ch. 


Wisconsin. 


Coll. per Rev. S. M. Osgood, 
Dist. Sec., 

Dane Asso., Verona 

Lake Shore Asso., Racine, Flor- 
ence E. Smith, a little girl, 10; 
Pewaukee, ch. 5; Wauwatosa, 
ch. 37.55; 

Walworth Asvo., Palmyra, a 
friend 1; East Troy, ch. 3; 
Winnebago Asso., Waukau, ch. 
1.80; Ripon, ch., of wh. 6.10 

is tr. Sab. sen., 32.47; 


Minnesota. 


Belle Plaine, ch. and vicinity, 4- 
-50; Winona, Ist ch. 27,85; 
Coll. per Key. 8. M. Osgood, 

Dist. Sec., 
Southern Minnesota Asso., Roch- 
ester, ch, 


Delaware. 
Wilmington, John Mangould 


Donations. 


12.00 


25.76 


24.15 


206.77 


5.80 
1.50 
—— 680.20 


2.00 
— 34.35 


5.00 


[ April, 1867. 


Missouri. 


Hannibal, Jane V. Y. 

Coll. per Rev. S. M. Osgood, 
Dist. Sec., 

Waynesville, Berean ch. 2; 
Booneville, Rev. 8. W. Mar- 
ston 5; 


Maryland. 


Baltimore, High st. ch., Sab. 
sch., to be expended under 
care of Rev. Il. L. Van Meter 
and wife, in Bassein, Burmah, 


Washington, D. C. 
Calvary ch., R. C. Fox tr., 


West Virginia. 


Parkersburg, Sab. sch., tow. sup. 
of a Kar. pr., care of Rev. L. 
DD. Colburn, Tavoy, Burmah, 


California. 
San Francisco, Tabernacle ch. 


Australia. 


Melbourne, George Grey Allen, 
for the Burman and Karen 
Mission, one-half each, 


Canada East. 


Coll. per Rev. C. Hibbard, Dea. 
C. B. Hibbard 
Assam. 


Sibsagor, for chapel, &c., inelud- 
ing exchange, per Rev. Wim. 
Vard, 
Siam. 


Bangkok, for chapel, including 
exchange, per Rev. 8. J. 
Smith, 180.00 

$11,870.17 

Legacies. 


Albany, N. Y., Anna Jewett, per 
Hlon. Ira Harris, Exr., one-half 
for the Baptist Mission in Bur- 
mah, and one-half tor the Bap- 
tist Mission in G-rmany, 1000; 
Jess Gov't tax 60; 

Bridgeton, N. J., Miss Luey W. 
Multord, per Isaac W. Mul- 
ford, 

Sibsayor, Acsam, George Wil- 
liamson, Sen., formerly of 
Scotland, one-half tor Sibsa- 
gor Mission press and one- 
half for Sibsagor Mission 
school, 1363.63 

Bluffville, Tll., Rev. Henry Cos- 
ner, by Mrs. K. Russell, Exr., 
to sup. Alvah J. and John H. 
Cosner in Mikir sch., Now- 
gong, As am, per Rev. 8S. M. 

Osgood, 100.00 
Oxto d, O., Mrs. Ebenezer Lane, 
er Kev. J. M. Stevens, D. D., 
y Kev. O. Dodge, 50.00 
2953.63 


$14.823.8C 
Total from April 1, 1866, to February 28, 1867, 
$84,252.26. 


940.00 


500.00 


|_| 
| 7.00 
— 9.25 
170.00 
— 
50.00 
2.00 29.50 
5.50 
66.00 
41.00 
— 81.50 
29.03 
1.50 
67.50 
5.00 
232.00 
5.00 
— 340.03 
2.00 
52.55 
4.00 
33.77 
—— 92.32 


